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THE WITTON WORD

The Witton Word is published six times a year, at the end of January, March, May, July, September and 
November. Each edition will include the submission date for articles for the next edition. This information will 
also be posted on the website and FB page.

All articles for inclusion should be sent to clerk.wittonlewearpc@gmail.com. The submission date for the next 
Witton Word will be close of business Friday, 23rd May, 2025.

*ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE*

Space available for local businesses 

Please contact the Parish Clerk 

for further info Email: 

clerk.wittonlewearpc@gmail.com
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Useful Telephone Numbers
Police – Non Emergency - 101

HOSPITALS
NHS None Emergency - 111

Bishop Auckland Hospital
01388 455000

University Hospital North Durham
0191 3332333

Darlington Memorial Hospital
01325 380100

DOCTORS SURGERIES
North House Surgery, Hope Street, Crook

01388 762945 
Repeat Prescriptions 01388762718
Auckland Medical Group, 51 Toft Hill

01388 433060
Auckland Medical Group, St Helen Auckland

01388 604163
Auckland Medical Group, Bishop Auckland

01388 602728
PHARMACIES

Clemitsons, 25a Hope Street, Crook
01388 764939

Boots Chemists, 8 North Terrace, Crook
01388 762726

Well Pharmacy. 50 Hope Street. Crook
01388 766718

Britton & Robson. 45 High Street Crook
01388 746269
SCHOOLS

Witton Le Wear Primary School
01388 488350
CHURCHES

St Philip and St James Parish Church
01388 768898

Methodist Chapel
01388 205319

ORGANISATIONS
Community Centre

Lorraine Preston 07805 517938
ELECTRICITY EMERGENCY
Northern Powergrid  0800 668877

WATER EMERGENCY
Northumbrian Water
Leaks  0800 393084

Sewerage  0800 3287648
GAS EMERGENCY

National Gas Emergency
Smell Gas  0800 111999

TRADE DIRECTORY

CLEANING & RESTORATION

DURHAM & DALES
07725 113352

Email: enquiries@dadscar.co.uk

FUNERAL SERVICES

GIBSON’S
01388 603665 – 01388 762582

Email: gibsons@email.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS

ENTWINE SOLUTIONS
01388 488193

Email: richard@entwinesolutions.co.uk

DISCLAIMER

The Editor of this publication does not accept any 
responsibility for any of the articles, excluding the Editor’s 
letter, and the Parish Council accepts no responsibility 
for any of the articles, excluding those generated by the 
Parish Council or the Parish Councillors. The Editor 
and the Parish Council will not accept liability or 
responsibility for third party content in this publication. 

MONTHLY COFFEE MORNINGS
Please come along and join us for cakes, coffee or tea, 

juice for children and a chance to catch up with friends and 
neighbours. Any donations made will be given to support 

Community Centre funds.

Donations for the Food Bank will be accepted.

The coffee mornings will be held at
10.15am - 11.45am in the Community Centre

Tuesday 1st April, Tuesday 6th May 
& Tuesday 3rd June 2025

10.30 am - 12 midday in the Community Centre

If transport is a problem, we can arrange 
for a car to come and collect you 

and take you home again.  
Please contact Anne 01388 488376

or Edith 01388 488136. 

Joanne Hewitt
Durham

0191 580 5111
www.barkingmad.uk.com

Barking Mad is the UK”s most trusted 
pet care provider offering solo dog 

boarding in a home setting.

_______________________________________________
A Family Firm that Cares. Providing a Personal Service for over 140years

Caring For Local People 
For 6 Generations
Established Over 145 Years

Private Chapels of Rest
Floral Tributes
Catering Arranged
Full Memorial Service
Pre-Payment Plans Available
(written details on request)
24 Hour Service

A Complete Service to Bishop Auckland, 
Crook, Shildon & Surrounding Areas

Craddock House, 25 Cockton Hill Road, 
Bishop Auckland
Tel: 01388 603665
41 Bridge Street, Howden-le-Wear, Crook
Tel: 01388 762582
Association Street, Shildon
Tel: 01388 772244
www.gibsonsfuneralservices.co.uk

.

.

.

.

.

.

MOBILE LIBRARY
Parks on the top road by the 

Village Green

Tuesday 25th March & 
Tuesday 15th April

14:55 – 15:10

Please visit www.durham.gov.uk for 
further information
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LOCAL ARTS AND CRAFTS 
EXHIBITION 
St Philip and St James Parish Church 

Witton le Wear 

Saturday 21st June and Sunday 21nd June 2025 

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY  

There will be a local exhibition of various arts and crafts held 
in the Parish Church from 1 – 5pm, both days.  We will be 
raising money for both Parkinson’s UK and the Alzheimer’s 
Society, two conditions that affect people in our village.   Tea 
and cakes will also be served with donations for Church 
Funds.    More information will be forthcoming.   

CALL FOR PEOPLE TO EXHIBIT THEIR ARTS AND CRAFTS 

Are you a CRAFTER or ARTIST? Would you like to display your 
work and chat to local people about your projects?   It will be 
FUN.  We are not looking for perfection, we are looking for JOY.  

Please get in touch if interested in showing your arts and  
crafts or spread the word to those who might be.  We have so 
much hidden talent in the area.  Let us SHINE.  

We already have 15 people interested in exhibiting their crafts, 
but more will be welcome.    

 

Please contact Anne   Tel 07717707934 or email 
kanda98@sky.com. 

DUN COW DARTS AND DOMINOES TEAM
The 2024-25 season is coming to close in the Cockfield & District Darts & Dominoes League.

The Dun Cow team have competed well again and have finished up as follows out of the eight teams competing:

Team darts 5th=, Captains darts 4th= and Pairs darts 6th.
Team dominoes 6th, Captains dominoes 2nd, Pairs dominoes 1st.
Overall points 4th.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE NEWS BULLETIN
Welcome to the Spring Edition of Witton le Wear W.I. News Bulletin.  Dare I say, the weather 
is warming up, the days getting longer and as I write this article, the sun is blazing down on 
the daffodils – spring is well and truly in the air!

Lots of reasons to be happy – and one group of ladies whose mantra this is are Witton le Wear Women’s 
Institute.   Since the last Bulletin Kate Atkins has proved what wonderful floral arranging talents she has, when 
she gave a wonderful demonstration at our February Meeting. Some lucky ladies were fortunate enough to go 
home armed with one of her beautiful displays.

Far be it from our WI to miss the occasion to Party – and March saw us celebrating our 109th Birthday – so 
let the celebrations begin! The Whistle Blowers were our entertainment, and the music and camaraderie was 
enjoyed by all. Dancing away to 60’s music and a delicious supper rounded off the evening.

We have many more interesting and varied Guest Speakers lined up for the year.

New Members are always welcome to come along to our Meetings.  Meetings are held on the first Thursday 
of each month 7pm for 7.30pm.

Barbara Coia, Secretary

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY IN THE VILLAGE 
In the last edition of Witton Word, it was suggested that the village might like to come together to celebrate the 
80th Anniversary of VE Day.  Since then, the government has announced that there will be a week of national 
celebrations starting on Bank Holiday Monday 5th May.  We considered a village street party, but unfortunately 
this will not be possible due to unforeseen circumstances. The Primary School is marking the anniversary with 
an afternoon party on Friday 9th May which village residents are invited to celebrate with the children. (see 
School article for details). 

Both The Victoria and the Dun Cow have events planned for the Bank Holiday Monday and these will be a 
good focus for the village to mark the anniversary.  Maybe residents might like to organise their own ‘street 
party’ similar to what happened during the ‘covid years’.  It is over to YOU.   

Laura Langstaff-Wood and Anne Yuill

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE DAY 80 CELEBRATIONS 

WITH THE CHILDREN 
Friday 9th May 2025 

2 - 3.30PM  

Residents of Witton le Wear are invited to join the 
children in the school playground as they celebrate  

80 years since the end of the war in Europe.   

Bring your blankets or chairs to sit on; bring your  

 picnic and soft drinks; dress up in 1940s clothes; join in 
games, singing and the largest conga in Witton le Wear. 

Everyone welcome.  

For further information contact school or if village resident contact  

Anne Yuill 07717707934/kanda98@sky.com     

                                                           

Our top individual players this season were 
Matt Phelps (14 wins out of 20) and Dan 
Burns (10 wins out of 13) in the darts, 
and Dave Phelps (13 wins out of 20) and 
Nathan Phelps (12 wins out of 19) in the 
dominoes.

Gary Siddle won 13 out of 21 games in the 
Captains dominoes to come second behind 
The Sportsman and a strong showing in the 
Pairs dominoes from Dan Burns & Nathan 
Phelps and Dave Phelps & John Wilson, 
with occasional help from Steve Guy and 
Matt Phelps, secured us first place, with 29 
wins out of 42, ahead of The Sportsman 
and Cockfield Club who were second 
equal 4 points behind.

We are now playing the various end of 
season knockout competitions, and I will 
report any success in the next edition.

VERY SUCCESSFUL 
SAFARI SUPPER IN 

THE CHURCH
On Friday 24th January, 35 guests enjoyed 
a fabulous home cooked, three course meal 
plus prosecco and tea, coffee and biscotti.  
Haggis was piped in and addressed with 
much aplomb and a toast was raised to 
the Haggis and of course Robert Burns. 
The evening was interspersed with some 
friendly quizzes, raffles, games and 
enjoyed by all who attended. The whole 
idea of a safari supper to is be able to chat 
with friends and meet new friends; the 
food, entertainment and any money raised 
is of a secondary nature. It is fantastic to 
inform residents that £400 was raised for 
the church.  

There was even great fun when many hands 
turned up to help with the clear up on the 
Saturday morning. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to this very happy event.

Anne Yuill
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LOOKING FOR THE LOST NORMAN FONT
Last month a lady called Meg Gilley came to the Parish Church asking for information about her 7 x great 
grandfather, Reverend John Stackhouse who had been the vicar at St Philip and St James in Witton le Wear 
from 1675 – 1695. John was 25 when he arrived in Witton le Wear. Some of his children were born in the 
parish and sadly his wife Anne and a son, John both died in Witton le Wear and were buried in the church 
graveyard in 1685. John married for a second time and by 1693 he and Mary had three more children.  In 1695, 
John was moved to be the Rector of Auckland St Andrew and St Anne and the family moved with him. Mary 
had four more children between 1696 and 1707. 

Meg asked what happened to the original font as the current Frosterley Marble 
font was added to the church when it was rebuilt from the lower window sills 
upwards between 1900 and 1902. The story had been told to me years ago that 
when the church had been partially demolished, the building rubble was left in 
the graveyard and local residents were invited to take any of the unused stone for 
their own use. Recycling 19th century style. I understand that some pieces of this 
stone can still be seen in gardens around the area. Two medieval grave markers 
can currently be seen embedded into the porch walls. Does anyone have the 
original font? I have been in touch with one village family who has a stone bowl 
in their garden. It probably was used as a bowl for the priest to wash his hands 
during the services. It was too small to be the original normal font, but will 
most probably date from the same time. There is a drawing of the Norman font 

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Witton le Wear Parish Council held on Monday 10th March 2025 at 
Witton le Wear Community Centre commencing at 18-30.

Present:	 Councillors H Murray-Leslie (Chair), P Parsons, L Docherty, S Morehead

25/01 Cllr H Murray-Leslie welcomed everyone to the meeting.
25/02 Apologies received from Cllrs C Cook, L Langstaff-Wood, M Campbell and O Wilson.
25/03 The legality of the meeting was questioned due to the low number of councillors present. 

Cllr Parsons made appropriate enquiries and determined a group of 3 councillors would be deemed a 
quorum. With 4 present the quorum was met.

25/04 Declarations of interest - none
25/05 Minutes of the regular meeting held on Monday 13th January were accepted with agreed amendments.
25/06 Cllr H Murray-Leslie introduced the new Parish Clerk, Michael McLaren.
25/07 Electronic decisions:

* precept agreed and raised
*agreed to accept training costs for Clerk.

25/08 A68 traffic working group, Cllr Langstaff-Wood’s report deferred until next meeting
25/09 Christmas lights - Cllr Docherty confirmed these have now been switched off.
25/10 Representation by residents - none.
25/11 Election Process - The councillors were each given a nomination pack together with a form to be

completed as required by DCC to list pecuniary and other interests.
The election timetable was presented:

* 20/3/25 publication of notice of election
* 21/3/25 to 2/3/25 candidates’ submission of nomination papers
* 3/4/25 publication of persons nominated
* 23/4/25 publication of notice of poll where election is contested
* 1/5/25 polling day
* 2/5/25 counting of parish and town elections and clerks notified of results.

Action - Parish Clerk to make link available for counsellors and add to website.
25/12 Cllr H Murray-Leslie described the micro grant process. It was agreed to promote this fund. Monies for 

microgrants are ring fenced. No applications received.
25/15 Cllr Parsons presented stage 1 of the 2025 Parish plan development showing the groups in the village, 

the responsible councillor and contact details for the event.
Cllr Parsons also presented an interviewer’s guide to parish plan insight gathering a tool to be used by 
counsellors to informally interview people in WLW to gather feedback to determine the community 
strengths, challenges and aspirations.

25/16 Witton Word - Cllr Morehead presented some examples of similar publications, frameworks that 
would be available to use for the Witton Word. Costs to setup a bespoke template for the Witton word 
would be about £300 with an estimated cost to publish at £125. Action - Cllr Morehead to refresh the 
quotations.

Advertising costs were agreed at:
* £30 for a % page advert
* £50 for a half page advert
* £90 for a full page.

People / companies wishing to advertise in the Witton Word would need to provide a high-quality colour 
PDF of their advert for inclusion. Action - Parish Clerk to approach existing customers to determine whether 
they wish to continue advertising in the Witton Word.
25/17 Defibrillator. The issue with the failed battery has been resolved. New battery f.o.c.
has been supplied by the supplier and is now installed. Action complete.
25/18 Correspondence

* Cllr H Murray-Leslie gave information on boundary and network changes
* CDALC - communication regarding upcoming elections
* CDALC - notice of Zoom webinar for small councils to present requirement for affordable housing 
and security particularly in public buildings
* CDALC - Civic cleanup. Cllr H Murray-Leslie described good works already being done in the village.

WITTON-LE-WEAR PARISH COUNCIL 

that was done in 1901 when it was being 
discarded.  

We know it is a longshot, but does anyone 
know where the font is? Meg would dearly 
love to see the original font, where the 
Reverend John Stackhouse baptised his 
son, Megs 6 x great grandfather in the 17th 
century. Even a photograph would suffice. 

Many thanks in anticipation. 

Anne Yuill 
(kanda98@sky.com/07717707934)
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Do you enjoy singing? Come and give us a try, just drop in.

Village Voices

“ Singing for Health & Happiness “
A Community Choir which meets in St Philip and St James Parish Church, 

on a Tuesday evening 7.30 – 9pm

We sing a variety of music and enjoy ourselves. 
It doesn’t matter how well you can sing because together we make great music.  

If you are interested contact: 
Liz – 01388 488195, Mike – 01388 488136, Denise – 01388 488661

Singing For Health & Happiness 

Spring is springing, birds are singing and so is Village Voices. Since we returned to practices after Christmas 
we have enjoyed learning new songs, some with an environmental theme. We have also been brushing up some 
pieces from our core repertoire. This is with the aim of putting on a concert in the summer, no date decided yet 
but watch out for an update in the May edition of Witton Word.

At the end of each practice we definitely feel the benefit of singing. It lifts the spirits, we might be feeling a bit 
tired and down when we arrive but a good dose of laughter and singing and we leave feeling all is well with 
the world. Come and join us and find out for yourself. Our practices start at 19.30 on a Tuesday at St. Phillip 
& St. James Church. We are a community choir that meets in the church where the acoustics are very good. 
Look forward to seeing you. 

VILLAGE SHOW - Saturday 13th September 2025
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRS NEWS 

Name			           	   Telephone Number

MURRAY- LESLIE. Hannah	 07920   557324
Chair
PARSONS. Paul	 	 	 01388 488528
Vice Chair
COOK. Caroline 	 	 	 07760 193417
Councillor
DOCHERTY. Lynn	 	 	 07765 807589
Councillor
MOREHEAD. Sarah	 	 07763 828076
Councillor
LANGSTAFF-WOOD. Laura 	 07765 142350
WILSON. Olive	 	    	 01388 488294
CAMPBELL. Mel	 	

	 	 	

PARISH COUNCILLORS
& OFFICERS

Welcome to the Spring edition of Witton Word.  

Local elections will soon be upon us, and because of recent electoral boundary changes (based on population 
size) Witton le Wear is joining the Crook Ward. Previously our representatives in Local Authority decision 
making have been Weardale District Councillors.  Residents might need to spend a bit of time finding out 
about new candidates, and the Parish Council will need to build working relationships with whoever is elected. 

Reflecting on the past four years volunteering as a Parish Councillor, I’ve found it a really rewarding experience. 
I am proud of the positive culture we have at the Parish Council - everyone’s contribution is valued and we 
are grateful to all the residents who help us with projects and support our work, as well as making the village 
a great place to live through their own volunteering. I think we can also be proud of things we’ve achieved, 
including making funds available for local groups, organising events, looking after local paths, improving our 
internal processes to help us to keep our regular work on track, making the village more accessible through 
dropped curbs, renovating benches, installing information boards and looking after planters.  As a Council, we 
want residents to get involved as much as possible and it’s great to have new people on board - we hope that 
as well as turning out to vote, you might consider nominating yourself or encouraging someone you know to 
stand.  

VILLAGE PLANT SALE
Sunday 18th May from 10:30 – 12:00 in the Community Centre

A range of plants linked to the Vegetable and Flower classes for this year’s show will be available for sale.
Please come along to show your support and enjoy growing your own vegetables and flowers.

Hot drinks, bacon & sausage sandwiches will be available for purchase.

If anyone has surplus plants or flowers that they would like to donate please contact Sarah Brabban on 
07824564606 to arrange – thank you!

* CDALC - Scheme offering push bikes or scooters to enable people to get to work or study.
* Alistair Rutter a counsellor of Woodland Parish council asked for support with objections to a planning 
application at Hamsterley Forest. Action - Parish Clerk to advise AR that WLW counsellors would act 
independently of the WLWPC and contact DCC planning as they thought fit.

25/19 Electronic decisions log. To be reinstated. Action - Parish Clerk
25/20 There were no planning matters for consideration

Next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council - 12th May 2025, 18-15, at WLW Community Centre preceded 
by WLW AGM at 18-15.

Finally, a reminder about No Mow May (or ‘Low 
Mow May’ if you prefer).  Most of us in Witton 
le Wear are lucky enough to have some space we 
can share with the smaller creatures who need our 
help.  Any grass left uncut for as long as possible, 
particularly in late spring / early summer, really 
will make a difference by protecting habitat and 
food sources - it couldn’t be easier.   Liberate 
some of your lawn and give the bees a treat!

Wishing you all a Happy Easter,
Hannah

MOBILE POST OFFICE
Parks on by the Methodist Church, 

School Street

Every Thursday 13:45 – 14:30
•	 Cash Withdrawals
•	 Cash Deposits
•	 Cheque Deposits
•	 Parcel Force Express Service
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WITTON LE WEAR COMMUNITY CENTRE GROUPS

Mondays:
•	 Carpet Bowls 18.45pm – 21.45pm – Kate Atkins 01388 488626

Tuesdays:

•	 Chair Exercise 9.30am – 10.30am (Start date to be confirmed)

•	 Sewing group – 13.00pm – 16.00pm
This is a closed group but if you are interested in joining a sewing group please speak with: Anne Yuill – 01388 488376

•	 Yoga 7.00pm – 8.30pm – Mark Aspinall 01388 710658

Wednesdays:

•	 Badminton 13.30pm – 15.00pm – Ursula Jones 01388 488697 / 07717707934

•	 Youth Club 18.30pm – 20.30pm – Derek Bradley 07808480029

Thursdays:
•	 Clubbercise 7pm - 8pm (no session on the 1st Thursday of the Month) – Vikki Mitchell - 07503191919

Every 1st Tuesday of the month, coffee morning 10.00am – 12.00pm – Christina 07714200254

We have regular friendship lunch days, next date is 13th December 2024. 
 For more information, please contact Anne Yuill 01388 488376

WITTON LE WEAR COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Witton-le-Wear Community Association would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year! We hope you 
all enjoyed the Christmas light switch on in December. It is becoming such a well-attended event, bringing the 
community and the school together. Along with cups of mulled wine and hot chocolate, we enjoyed Christmas 
carols sang by pupils from the Primary School and the Village Voices accompanied by the musical delights 
of Alistair and Maddy Fisher. The event also saw local independent small businesses attended with their 
delightful handmade crafts. A special thanks to the school’s Head Teacher, Mr Laws, who led the countdown 
to the switch on of our new Christmas lights! A big thank you to all that made the event happen!

Summer Fair 2025 – Organisation Committee needed
We are seeking a group of volunteers from within the community to form a Summer Fair committee to lead the 
organisation and running of the Summer Fair this year, as there is not the usual capacity within the Community 
Association to do so. Without a group of volunteers from within the village, sadly the Summer Fair will not be 
able to go ahead. If you would like to volunteer to ensure the continuity of the fair, please contact us! 

Free classes funded by Weardale AAP
We currently have two classes running at the community centre which are FREE to attend. The classes are ran 
by personal trainer, Jack Desmond. No booking required, just turn up.

*Gentle exercise - chair based gentle exercise class promoting mobility and wellbeing. Every Tuesday, 
9:30-10:15am.
*Buggy Beats – an exercise class for parents/carers and their babies in buggies and/or carriers. The class 
runs weekly on a Tuesday, 10:30-11:15am (expect for one week a month to allow for Coffee Mornings). 

Use the community centre for your events 
Want a venue for a party? You can hire the Community Centre for £20 per hour (min. 3 hours hire). We often 
host children’s bouncy castle parties! Please contact us for availability and further information, email below.

We need you!
We are seeking to recruit new trustees, if you are interested or would like further information on what it 
involves please contact the email address below. The current trustees are: Cheryl Barker, Phillip Cowan, 
Lorraine Preston, John Preston and Lyn Robinson-Smith. 

Contact us the Trustees
trustees@wittonlewear.com


