WITTON-LE-WEAR PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Witton le Wear Parish Council held on Monday 13th November 2023 at Witton le Wear Community Centre commencing at 18.15


	1.Welcome and Introductions





2.Apologies



3.Declaration of interest 


4.Minutes of the meeting on 11/09/23




7.Matters arising from previous minutes: 
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Witton Word










Climate and Nature Working Group



Emergency Response Working Group






Public Footpaths









Christmas Lights (Costs, Believe Housing)




Memorial for Queen Elizabeth II




Provision of Salt Bins






Youth Club







Micro-grants









8.Representation by Residents*
























9.Financial Statement and report 



10. Risk Assessment Updates

11. Planning matters – applications to be considered by the Parish Council


12. Parish Plan / Neighbourhood Plan


13. Correspondence Report







14. Members Reports









16. The next meeting of Witton Le Wear Parish Council 
	Councillors P. Cowan (Chair), H. Murray-Leslie (Mins), P. Parsons, L. Docherty, O Wilson, S Brabban, S Morehead
Residents: Anne Yuill, Christina Haworth, Carolyn Hall


Councillor C Cook and J Tremewan



No DOI


Paul Parsons clarified a comment he made about the Junction which was a general point of discussion rather than to note.





Witton Word deadline is 24th November and it will be distributed first week in December.  A review of our data policy is due and it was agreed that the Clerk would be tasked with ensuring that we are compliant.
Further discussion about the electronic newsletter is needed, in the meantime Cllr Brabban will find out what software is used by the printer.


Cllr Murray-Leslie has requested feedback from Steven Johnson about the Rewilding project, both in the village and across the County.

Cllr Cowan updated that we were not successful with the grant application, however NPG have offered packages to hand out to residents with a lot of the equipment that we were hoping to purchase.  Cllr Cowan will respond to the offer and will update at the next meeting.

Strimming has been invoiced and the P3 application has been submitted. 
We have a report from Linda Bentley on stiles that need repairs, each costs £250 and we can claim back 50% of that.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will fund this.  
Cllr Morehead mentioned the fence at the gate for the Cricket Field, Cllr Cowan agreed to look into a quote for that. 

Cllr Docherty provided costs for additional tree baubles which come in at approx. £15 per bauble.  It was agreed to purchase 36 sets.  A date will be circulated asking for volunteers to help put them up.

No update as Cllr Cook is not present, but a small plaque would cost approx. £15.  Cllr Cowan will arrange this in discussion with Cllr Cook.


DCC had agreed to move a salt bin to St James Gardens before filling, however this has now been filled but not moved, Cllr Cook to follow this up with DCC.  Cllr Parsons requested one for the bottom of cemetery bank.


Cllr Murray-Leslie reported back from the meeting with AAP and Community Association to discuss the future of the youth club which is not at immediate risk but should not continue to rely on AAP funding indefinitely.  There were no specific actions from this meeting other than the PC supporting the Community.


The draft guidance was discussed, which aims to make small grants more accessible to local groups. Cllrs and residents supported the idea and it was agreed to launch it in the New Year when the budget has been agreed.  Any comments or queries on the draft guidance and form which has been circulated should be sent to Cllr Murray-Leslie by the end of November.


Christina Haworth and Anne Yuill attended to discuss the renovation of village benches, three of which were purchased and installed by the WI.  There are two further benches which were not installed by the Parish Council and therefore are not on our list of assets.  Councillors agreed that repairing the benches would be of benefit to residents, however private individuals and groups should consider the ongoing maintenance of amenities before installing them.  The costs have become significantly higher than anticipated as DCC are no longer able to carry out the work on the paving which also requires repair.  Cllr Parsons will work with Cllr Cook and the WI to bring a proposal to the next Parish Council meeting for approval.  Cllr Wilson offered to contact Weardale AAP to see if they could support with funding.

Carolyn Hall suggested hiring a member of staff to carry out odd jobs in the village, for example clearing blocked drains, fallen leaves, fixing uneven paving.  Heighington PC employs someone but are a much bigger parish with a precept of over £100k per year.  Cllrs agreed to look into what might be possible here.


Cllr Cowan circulated the financial statement and report which were approved by Cllrs. 
 

No updates

None to note



No update.


An email was received from a resident commenting on various cosmetic issues in the village, these have been resolved where the responsibility lies with the PC. A number of issues were with property of private residents and therefore not in our jurisdiction.  Residents will be advised to contact Durham County Council for general road / hedge issues.

Cllr Brabban – residents have experienced some difficulty with keeping parking spaces in front of the church clear in advance of funerals.  An article will be published in the Witton Word to ask residents to be considerate of the need for hearses to access the church.

No other reports.


Monday 8th January 2023.



Meeting Closed: 19.30
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