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Parks beside the Green

The submission date for the next Witton Word will be close of business Monday 20th September.

DUE TO THE CURRENT
SITUATION THERE WILL
BE NO VISITS OF THE
MOBILE LIBRARY

TRAFFIC CONCERNS IN THE VILLAGE

Further information can be
seen on the DCC website

The Parish Council is aware of a number of issues with traﬃc that have been discussed on social media lately
and are of great concern to all of us.
Our role as Parish Council is to work in partnership with the
agencies whose remit it is to keep roads across the County
safe by ensuring that they are kept aware of issues and the
views of residents. We have records of correspondence
going back some time about traﬃc that provide insight into
some of the diﬃculties of solving this problem but we are
committed to continuing to try.
Parish Councillors have been and are prepared to look at
any reasonable measures to help to calm traﬃc, however,
in many instances the ultimate permission for any works
to the highway rests with DCC and a number of our past
requests have been rejected. This of course doesn’t mean
that we will stop trying and we will continue to lobby DCC
and others for action.
In addition, Ms Joy Allen, the new Police and Crime
Commissioner (PCC) for County Durham and Darlington
has invited parish councils to a meeting to introduce herself
and give an update on her plans and priorities for the PCC
and Parish Councillors intend to raise the issue with her.
Alan Dixon, Parish Clerk

www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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Useful Telephone Numbers
Police – Non Emergency - 101

HOSPITALS

NHS None Emergency - 111
Bishop Auckland Hospital
01388 455000
University Hospital North Durham
0191 3332333
Darlington Memorial Hospital
01325 380100

DOCTORS SURGERIES

North House Surgery, Hope Street, Crook
01388 762945
Repeat Prescriptions 01388762718
Auckland Medical Group, 51 Toft Hill
01388 834843
Auckland Medical Group, St Helen Auckland
01388 604163
Auckland Medical Group, Bishop Auckland
01388 602728

PHARMACIES

Clemitsons, 25a Hope Street, Crook
01388 764939
Boots Chemists, 8 North Terrace, Crook
01388 762726
Well Pharmacy. 50 Hope Street. Crook
01388 766718
Britton & Robson. 45 High Street Crook
01388 746269

BALSAM PULLING

TRADE DIRECTORY
CLEANING & RESTORATION

FUNERAL SERVICES

DURHAM & DALES

GIBSON’S

07725 113352
Email: enquiries@dadscar.co.uk

01388 603665 – 01388 762582
Email: gibsons@email.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS

GARDEN SERVICES

ENTWINE SOLUTIONS

EASTWOOD GARDENS

01388 488193
Email: richard@entwinesolutions.co.uk

01388 417522 – 07736 396409
Email:

At this time of year on the riverbanks, we see a tall green-stemmed plant with large, pretty pink ﬂowers. This
is Himalayan balsam, introduced to the UK as a garden plant in 1839, but it soon escaped and can now be
seen along riverbanks and ditches across England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The plant is fast-growing and
spreads quickly, invading wet habitat at the expense of other, native ﬂowers. Its exploding seed pods means it
spreads quickly downriver.
The good news is Himalayan Balsam is easily removed. It has only shallow roots and is easy to pull up.
Working with Neil Davies and the boot camp regulars, a few volunteers will be meeting at the river by the
stone bridge at 10am on 24 July to clear some patches of balsam and pick litter along the river.
Everyone is welcome. Himalayan balsam is not hazardous, but wearing gloves and washing your hands
afterwards is good practice.
If you’d like to join us, bring gloves and wear shoes you don’t mind getting wet.
For more information contact Paul Parsons on pjparsons@hotmail.com

YOUTH CLUB
With the current climate and the requirement to meet
the Government’s requirements, we have decided
to suspend the youth club at Witton le Wear until
Regards, Derek Bradley
further notice.

SCHOOLS

Witton Le Wear Primary School
01388 488350

CHURCHES

St Philip and St James Parish Church
01388 768898
Methodist Chapel
01388 205319

ORGANISATIONS

Community Centre
Clarice Smith 01388 488200

ELECTRICITY EMERGENCY
Northern Powergrid 0800 668877

WATER EMERGENCY
Northumbrian Water
Leaks 0800 393084
Sewerage 0800 3287648

GAS EMERGENCY

National Gas Emergency
Smell Gas 0800 111999
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

DISCLAIMER

The Editor of this publication does not accept any
responsibility for any of the articles, excluding the Editor’s
letter, and the Parish Council accepts no responsibility for
any of the articles, excluding those generated by the Parish
Council or the Parish Councillors. The Editor and the Parish
Council will not accept liability or responsibility for third
party content in this publication.
Page 2
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WITTON LE WEAR VILLAGE SHOW

A community event for all residents and those connected with Witton le Wear.
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2021.
Plans to stage this year’s Village Show in the Community Centre are progressing and the 2021 Schedule of
all Sections and Classes has been printed and a copy distributed to all households. If you haven’t received a
copy or wish to have an additional copy please contact Ed Short on 488685.
This year’s Show is free to enter for all Classes although only one entry per exhibitor is permitted for the
Sunﬂower and Pumpkin Championships, whereas exhibitors may enter all other Classes as many times as
they wish.
With regards to Covid, the staging of the Show and the rest of the day’s events will be subject to any
Government guidelines at that time. The Committee will however be considering hand sanitising facilities,
maximum ventilation throughout the building and entry and exit options in and out of the Centre.
Full details of all such arrangements will be included within a Village Show notice which will be distributed
prior to Show day.
We certainly hope this year’s Show goes ahead as planned and allows all residents to, once again, enjoy
Show day either as an exhibitor or visitor.

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR ACCESS
There are two deﬁbrillators in the village, one in the red telephone box opposite The Victoria public house, and
the other on an external wall of the school, accessible to the public.
In an emergency please see the below instructions, which are also clearly displayed beside each machine:
1. Call 999
2. Keep calm and follow the instructions given
3. Tell the operator the location code (printed on the deﬁbrillator machine)
4. An unlock code will be given
5. Stay on the phone to receive further instructions
The Parish Council are looking to organise an essential First Aid training session for residents who would like
to learn what to do when faced with an emergency.
Any resident who wishes to attend, please email the Parish Clerk for further information,
clerk.wittonlewearpc@gmail.com

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
‘Work to get the Community Centre back up and running continues.

_______________________________________________
A Family Firm that Cares. Providing a Personal Service for over 140years

1st

Caring For Local People
For 6 Generations

WITTON LE WEAR

RAINBOWS

Established Over 145 Years

Rainbows is the ﬁrst level of the girl
guides movement for young girls
between the ages of 5 and 7 years. At
7 years of age the girls automatically
move up to Brownies.

. Private Chapels of Rest
. Floral Tributes
. Catering Arranged
. Full Memorial Service
. Pre-Payment Plans Available
details on request)
. (written
24 Hour Service

Here at Witton Le Wear we meet
every Thursday from 5pm – 6pm, at
the Community Centre for lots of fun,
games and creative activities.

A Complete Service to Bishop Auckland,
Crook, Shildon & Surrounding Areas
Craddock House, 25 Cockton Hill Road,
Bishop Auckland

Unlike larger Rainbows groups
we have no waiting list, so if your
daughter would like to come along,
join in the fun, and meet some new
friends. It is only £3 per week.

Tel: 01388 603665

41 Bridge Street, Howden-le-Wear, Crook

Tel: 01388 762582

Association Street, Shildon

Tel: 01388 772244

Contact:
Fiona Smith 07856 856714
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

www.gibsonsfuneralservices.co.uk

In July we held our big clear-up. With the help of lots of volunteers we reorganised the kitchen, scrubbed and
scoured indoors, ﬁlling a skip in just a few hours with stuﬀ that could no longer be used. The ﬂower beds and
outside spaces were also given the once over and we think it has made a huge improvement. Huge thanks to
everyone who helped.
Behind the scenes we have been prioritising work to make sure the building is structurally sound and ﬁt for
groups to use so we can get it fully back open. This has included ﬁnding suitably skilled people to provide a
range of quotes to get the building watertight and ready for use, particularly in the context of Covid-19, work
has already started and will be ramping up over the next few months.
We are delighted to see the building coming back in to use, with
some meetings and small one oﬀ events having already taken
place. Going forward we hope to work with as many people and
groups as possible to realise the potential of the building as a
fantastic resource for the village. The committee are looking
forward to a positive future for the building, including increasing
use and development of the facilities.
At the time of writing the Government seem to be on the cusp of
relaxing Covid-19 regulations and removing legislation. We are
very aware that cases are high in County Durham and we all still
need to take care, as such the committee will be looking to ensure
that the reopening is carried out in a way that ensure the safety of
all people who wish to use the Community Centre.
Please look out for future updates here in Witton Word, if you
have speciﬁc enquiries you can contact us via the email address
info@wittonlewear.com

LITTER PICK
On behalf of the Parish Council,
I would like to thank each and
every resident who takes it upon
themselves to litter pick, in their
own time, in our beautiful village
and surrounding area.
These unsung heroes deserve
acknowledgement
for
their
continuous acts of kindness, it does
not go unnoticed and is very much
appreciated by us all.
Councillor Sarah Brabban

Witton le Wear Community Association Committee.’
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

CLIMATE AND NATURE GROUP - WE NEED YOUR IDEAS!

So here we are in mid Summer wondering where the ﬁrst 6 months went!
As lockdown strictures are maybe about to be cancelled by the Government we have to make sure we and the
people we love are still kept safe. In fact those around us need to know we are taking right precautions to avoid
the seemingly unchecked Delta virus. We pray for our Government to make right decisions however unpopular
they may be and to take the lead for our country.
The PCC will be meeting soon to go through a document from the Archbishops and Archdeacons as to how
the church resolves the desire to have diﬀerent standards of services and opening up up our buildings to those
activities that have in the past used them. We will have to balance the desire to open up as we were 16+ months
ago, with looking carefully at peoples real fears and worries about safety.
Every perceived activity will need to have a Health and Safety audit done, so that even things like reverting to
having coﬀee after services will be scrutinised for the protection of the people in church and not allowed until
it is done.
Maybe we will not be able to go back to ‘normal’ but look at a new ‘normal’ in the church’s life.
On another note we are delighted that the PCC have given permission to create an environmental area in the
south eastern corner of the churchyard. We aim to get help from Durham Wildlife Trust to establish an area
where we can all learn about nature and watch who comes to it. I might say Tim and I were sitting on the seat
outside church in the Remembrance Garden when we were aware of an adult hedgehog snuﬄing in the plants
beside us. What a thrill... so we deﬁnitely might need a hedgehog box. We hope when it is established we can
all begin to appreciate and name our trees, birds and wildlife. Hopefully there will be folk reading this who
will want to be involved in plans for this area, and families who might like to make bird boxes, insect houses
etc. (Flat packed bird boxes etc.) Please let us know.
Look out for further details.
Finally if you have been sweltering in this heatwave I have to say church is so cool and refreshing at the
minute, a real pleasure to be in it!

‘FLOAT YOUR BOAT 2’ – SUNDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
Do you remember sailing boats in ponds during your childhood?
Many of you will remember our ﬁrst ‘Float your Boat’ in June 2019 when we had a pond set up in the garden
and invited residents and friends to bring boats or we could supply some yachts for people to ﬂoat or race.
On Sunday September 17th, this will be repeated and any donations received will
be given to Witton le Wear Primary School ‘Big Build’ Project. Kelso has a large
collection of Birkenhead Star Pond yachts which will be on display along with
other ship models. There will also be garden games and fun for all the family.
Light refreshments will be available.
We will be open from 11am – 4pm all ages are welcome. Come along and have
some fun. Plenty of open space for distancing.
Anne and Kelso Yuill, 3 The Copse, Witton le Wear. 01388488376.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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In the ﬁrst 2 weeks of November the UK will host the United Nations Climate Conference in Glasgow COP26.
Before and particularly through the Covid pandemic and lock downs there has been a deep consideration for
not only how we treat and look after each other, but also how we take care of the environment and look after
the planet. In fact, many take the philosophy that if we look after the health of the planet, we are truly looking
after our health of us as human beings.
Witton le Wear Parish Council have started
to look at what we as a community can do
to play our small part in making positive
changes to our world and we would like
your voices to contribute to our Climate
and Nature Group.
We are aware that there are over 30
organisations within the Parish that
contribute to the social fabric of our lovely
village: from Quilters to WI, from Choirs
to Yoga and many more. Each group will
have a diﬀerent perspective on how they
might explore and possibly contribute
ideas to this group. It might be through
sharing how we grow and plant vegetables,
how we make spaces in our gardens and
public spaces for wildlife, how we use
sustainable fabrics for our craft projects,
how we set up pop up climate cafes to talk
through ideas to people, how we sit and
take time to draw or paint our environment
and appreciate what we have, how we
give voice in songs about what a ‘Green’
Village can look and feel like? There are
achievable small solutions that we can
do to help reverse climate change whilst
engaging with each other as a community.
We are planting a seed, an idea, to ask you
to think about your expertise and how in
some small way you might like to give
us ideas to grow and raise the proﬁle of
climate change and nature and why it is
relevant to our community.
We are hoping that we might have some
lovely ideas from you to be able to take
part in the Great Big Green Week that takes
place across the UK on September 18th –
26th https://greatbiggreenweek.com/. We
already have a great example of what many
individuals do in contributing to growing
and nurturing nature in the Village Show
(11th September). What additional things
can we do to extend this? Ideas welcome
from groups and individuals ………
suggestions to….. hannahml.wlwpc@
gmail.com and sarahevelynwilson@
gmail.com
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

COMMUNITY CENTRE EVENTS:
CLOSED DUE TO
CURRENT SITUATION
Mondays: 7.30pm – 10.00pm
CARPET BOWLS – Kate Atkins 488626
Tuesday: 7.00pm – 8.30pm
YOGA – Mark Aspinall 710658
Wednesdays: 1.30pm – 3.00pm
BADMINTON – Ursula Jones 488568
Wednesdays: 6.30pm – 8.30pm
YOUTH CLUB
Thursdays: 5.00pm – 6.00pm
RAINBOWS – Fiona Smith 07856 856714
Thursdays: 6.00pm – 7.15pm
BROWNIES – Mary Smith 488200

MONTHLY COFFEE MORNINGS
The monthly coﬀee mornings will be starting again from
Tuesday 3rd August. We hope to host this in the Community
Centre garden, weather permitting. Any donations made
will be given to support Community Centre funds.
Come along and join us for cakes, coﬀee or tea, juice for
children and a chance to catch up on local chat.
There will be a box for donations of tins, dried foods
and other items to be donated for the Food Bank at
Woodhouse Close.
The coﬀee mornings will be held on:
Tuesday 3rd August
Tuesday 7th September
Tuesday 5th October
10.30am - 12 midday in the Community Centre
If transport is a problem, we can arrange for a car to come
and collect you and take you home again. Please contact
Anne 01388 488376 or Edith 01388 488136
All Covid 19 precautions will be in place
in line with Community Centre guidelines.
Page 13
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ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

WITTON – LE – WEAR PARISH COUNCIL

And just like that we are at the end of July!
Summer months at the allotment are the best, everything is pretty much in the ground so its a regular routine
of watering, weeding, feeding and scaring oﬀ the pigeons and rabbits that like to quality control our produce!
Fruit, veg, ﬂowers and egg supplies are coming thick and fast and as usual you always have a glut of one
vegetable rather than an even keel, but that’s all part of the fun, ﬁguring out many ways to cook with a
courgette for example!!!
As a committee, we hope to plan a social event for the allotmenteers for late summer, it’s long over due and we
all could do with something to look forward to - Covid rules and regulations depending of course.

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Witton le Wear Parish Council held on Monday 12th April 2021 via
Zoom commencing at 6.00pm
Present:
Councillors O. Wilson (Chair), P. Cowan, M. Henderson, B. Henderson, E. Swift, S. Brabban
Also Present: A. Dixon (Parish Council Clerk),
Apologies:
K. Quigley, E. Todd
Declaration of interest: None
Meeting started with a minute’s silence after the sad news of the death of Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh.

If you would like to attend a Parish Council meeting then all of our meetings are open for residents to attend.
If you would like to speak at a meeting, in
order to guarantee there is suﬃcient time,
it would be helpful if you could please
FRIENDSHIP LUNCHES
contact our Parish Clerk at least 3 days in
advance of the meeting.
We hope to restart the Friendship Lunches in late September
at the Community Centre. The lunches are organised for
In August the Parish Council is in recess,
anyone in our community who needs some companionship
so our next meeting is on 13th September
and who would enjoy meeting friends, neighbours or
2021. The information in relation to
strangers who will soon become friends for a light lunch.
meeting dates is also on our website.
We oﬀer a choice of 3 soups and 3 puddings. Transport
can be arranged and if you have attended before, we will
It seems like more events are starting to
automatically send you information. If you have not been
take place in the village, it was lovely to
before or would like to come along, please make contact
see the Community Centre being used for
with any of the Ladies names below.
the ﬁrst coﬀee morning since the start of
the pandemic. We have now had delivery
of the hanging baskets and the planting
Anne Yuill 01388 488376
tubs refreshed, so our village is looking
Freda Kirton 01388488035
lovely. I hope everyone enjoys many of
Pippa Cross 01388 488099
the upcoming events, take care and have a
good summer.

34/21 Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held 8th March 2021 - Minutes agreed as being accurate and correct.
35/21 Matters arising from the previous minutes:
1. Speeding traﬃc - Nothing to report at this time.
2. Trees and bulbs - Councillor Cowan has taken photographs of where bulbs are currently planted. A
Cherry Blossom tree has been planted on the village green in memory of those who lost their lives due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It was resolved: Councillors agreed to buy some bulbs in Autumn 2021.
3. Information Boards - Nothing to report at this time.
4. Witton Word - Councillor Wilson and Clerk still waiting to meet with the owner of Eli Press, this has
been delayed due to COVID-19 meeting restrictions.
5. Fence on the village green - Clerk still awaiting a response from Jill Errington at Durham County Council.
6. Cars parked on Station Road - There is currently a bill going through Parliament considering cars parked on
pavements. Police have promised to patrol the area to check on cars parked illegally.
7. Erosion of the riverbank - Some work has been carried out by Durham County Council to repair the
footpath but it is still quite narrow in that area.
8. Community centre - The Community Association is currently in the process of appointing new Trustees.
9. Cars parked opposite the Nature Reserve - The Police have been monitoring cars parked in this area.
10. Social media post - The Parish Council received some interesting ideas of projects that residents would
like to see carried out in the next ﬁnancial year after a post on the Parish Council Facebook page.
11. Potholes on High Street - Some potholes have been repaired but we are waiting for further road
maintenance.
12 Christmas lights - The Parish Council have a small surplus from the grant to put Christmas lights on
trees on the village green so have decided to set aside funds to light another tree next Christmas. It was
resolved: Chair to speak to Paul Gleadow to ﬁnd out how much it would cost to light another tree.
13. Public Right of Way leading onto High Street - The Public Right of Way is still closed due to ongoing
building work.
36/21 Representation by Residents - None
37/21 Financial Statement and Report - Balance of Current Account, Deposit Account and Cash £7,246.53 as
of 31st March 2021. A Receipt and Payments Account can be found on the Parish Council website. Councillors
agreed payment of invoice 344 - 348 as follows:
344 – SE Landscaping
£ 540. 00
345 – Mr A Dixon (Clerk Salary - April) £ 216. 25
346 – E-On Energy
£ 19. 82
347 – ICO
£ 40. 00
348 – CDALC
£ 140. 00
Total
£ 956. 07
It was resolved: All ﬁnancial matters agreed as being correct.
38/21 Planning Matters:
Removal of T1 Pine tree - 19 High Street Witton-le-Wear Bishop Auckland DL14 OAY
Ref. No: DM/21/01063/TCA | Received: Thu 25 Mar 2021 | Validated: Fri 26 Mar 2021 | Status: Pending
Felling of T1 Lime - Pine Crest The Copse Witton-le-Wear Bishop Auckland DL14 OBA
Ref. No: DM/21/01039/TCA | Received: Wed 24 Mar 2021 | Validated: Wed 24 Mar 2021 | Status: Decided
Parish Council neither object to or agree with the above planning applications.
39/21 Clerks Correspondence:
Annual meeting - After 7th May Councillors will be required to meet face to face as virtual meetings will
no longer be legal.
40/21 Neighbourhood and Parish Plan - Nothing further to report

www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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Some of us grow for the village show, some of us to feed family and friends and some just for fun, what matters
most is we enjoy it and are part of something special.
Sarah Brabban

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
We are now a few months past our village election and the Parish Council has met three times as a new group
of Councillors. There are lots of interesting ideas being discussed and investigated and it is always good to
ﬁnish a meeting feeling that some positive actions are being pursued.
Some interesting things being discussed from the recent meetings include the establishment of the Climate and
Nature Group, we are investigating the provision of superfast ﬁbre broadband in the village and creating our
social media policy which will hopefully assist with better communication with residents. There will be more
information circulated on all of these matters in due course. The minutes of all of our meetings are included on
our website and in publications of the Witton Word, so you can see all of the topics being discussed.
I’m pleased to say that all of the last three meetings have been well attended by residents, with our July meeting
being a highlight with all seats being ﬁlled! I’d like to say thank you to everyone for attending and sharing your
views, I appreciate the acoustics in the Community Centre can be a challenge at times.
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41/21 Members Reports - Councillors have been asked by residents to report on the following matters:
Collapsed dwarf wall in St James Gardens - Councillor B Henderson has reported a collapsed dwarf wall to
Durham County Council. The wall belongs to Believe Housing.
42/21 Chairman’s Report:
Parking within the village - There is a continuing problem of speeding traﬃc and cars parked incorrectly within
the village.
43/21 Any other business - None
44/21 Date and Time of the next Meeting - The next Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 19th
May 2021 commencing at 6:15pm.
_________________________________________________________________

WIL

W

Low Barns Nature Reserve,
Wednesday

28th

July 2021

Wednesday 4 th August

10:00am–12:00noon (lunch 12:30pm – 1:00pm)
1:30pm–3:30pm (Lunch 1:00pm to 1:30pm)

Fantastic Flowers

Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Witton le Wear Parish Council held on Wednesday 19 May 2021
via Zoom commencing at 6.15pm
Councillors P. Cowan (Chair), E. Swift, S. Brabban, O. Wilson, L. Docherty, S. Morehead,
P. Parsons, H. Murray-Leslie
Also Present: A. Dixon (Parish Council Clerk), Mr Metcalfe (Resident)
Apologies:
None
Declaration of interest: See below
45/21 Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held 12th April 2021 - Minutes agreed as being accurate and correct.
46/21 Matters arising from the previous minutes:
1. Speeding traﬃc - Professor Fernyhough is still awaiting a response from Durham County Council
after a road traﬃc accident that occurred on the A68 near Witton le Wear.
2. Information Boards - Nothing to report at this time. Councillor Parsons declared an interest in this matter.
3. Witton Word - Clerk and Councillor Wilson met with Eli Press who are going to produce future issues
of the Witton Word. John Wheeler has passed all the relevant information on to Eli Press. It was resolved:
Councillors agreed that they should be responsible for reviewing the draft version of the Witton Word before
it is published. Councillor Brabban agreed to be responsible for handling the collection from Eli Press and
distribution to those volunteers who are delivering the Witton Word once it has been printed.
4. Village green / fence on the village green - Nothing to report at this time. It was resolved: Chairman to
email Jill Errington at Durham County Council to clarify the position of who is responsible for carrying out
work on the village green.
5. Cars parked on Station Road - Chair updated Councillors regarding this matter. Police are continuing
to monitor parking within the village. Mr Metcalfe expressed his concerns about having to walk on the
road to get past cars that are parked blocking the pavement. It was resolved: Councillors agreed that an
article should be put in the Witton Word asking residents to be considerate when parking their vehicles and
highlight the concerns that have been raised.
6. Parish Council Facebook page - Clerk is now responsible for the Parish Council Facebook page.
7. Christmas lights - Councillor Wilson has been in contact with Durham County Council to get a quote to
put more Christmas lights on the village green trees.
8. Witton le Wear Primary School - Chair asked Councillor Murray-Leslie to ﬁnd out whether the Parish
Council can help with any of schools proposed projects. Councillor Docherty made Councillors aware of the
hope to reinstate the walking school bus which would help with reducing the traﬃc congestion around the
school gates caused by parents dropping their children oﬀ at school. Councillor Murray-Leslie declared an
interest in this matter
9. Replacement of noticeboard - Clerk has received 3 quotes to replace the noticeboard at St James Gardens
which is letting water in. It was resolved: Councillors agreed not to replace the noticeboard at this time.
47/21 Representation by Residents - Mr Metcalfe expressed his concerns about the overdevelopment of the
village which in his view is not for the good of the village.
48/21 Financial Statement and Report - Balance of Current Account, Deposit Account and Cash £13,885.84
as of 30th April 2021. A Receipt and Payments Account can be found on the Parish Council website. Councillors
agreed payment of invoice 349 - 351 as follows:
349 - Mr A Dixon (Clerk Salary - May)
£ 216.25
350 - ICO
£ 40.00
351 - CDALC
£ 98.25
Total
£ 354.50
It was resolved: All ﬁnancial matters agreed as being correct. Accounts Statements dated 31/03/2021 were approved
and Councillors agreed that they should be used in the 2020/21 Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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Wolsingham, Demesne Mill Picnic Site on the B6296 Tow Law Road - about 250
yards from Wolsingham Market Place.

Fantastic Flowers

th

Present:

ust

10:00am–12:00noon (lunch 12:30pm – 1:00pm)
1:30pm–3:30pm (Lunch 1:00pm to 1:30pm)

Thursday 29 th July 2021

Thursday 5 th August 2021

Wet Wonders - pond dipping & other pond life

Buzzing about Bugs

10:00am–12:00noon (lunch 12:30pm – 1:00pm)
1:30pm–3:30pm (Lunch 1:00pm to 1:30pm)

10:00am–12:00noon (lunch 12:30pm – 1:00pm)
1:30pm–3:30pm (Lunch 1:00pm to 1:30pm)

Explore the nature right here on your
doorstep and get to know the
wildflowers and their pollinating
insects that make where we live so rich
and wonderful.

Explore the nature right here on your Weardale doorstep and get to know the
wildflowers and their pollinating insects that make where we live so rich and
wonderful.
About this event
As part of the Durham Wildlife Trusts – Wild Weardale
sessions, we invite you to join our team and explore the
nature world that thrives all around us.

About this event
As part of the Durham Wildlife Trusts –
Wild Weardale sessions, we invite you to
join our team and explore the woodlands
and wetlands of the reserve and see what
a diverse and amazing array of plants and
creatures share our world.

Explore the fields and water-side habitats just two
minutes from the town-centre and see what a diverse
and amazing array of plants and creatures share our
world.

Activities are aimed at ages 5 -11 years.

Activities are aimed at ages 5 -11 years.

Sessions include pond dipping and bug hunt and are free – courtesy of Durham Wildlife
Trust and Weardale Action Partnership.

Sessions include flower treasure hunt on the 4th and a bug hunt on the 5th and are free –
courtesy of Durham Wildlife Trust and Weardale Action Partnership.

Please note: Sessions should be accessible for wheelchair users and buggies. A mobility
scooter can be booked by visiting the DWT website or if free on the day.

www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Please note: Sessions should be accessible for wheelchair users and buggies.
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HAMSTERLEY FOREST ACTIVITIES
Gruffalo Sculpture Trail
If you venture into the deep dark wood, you
may bump into the Gruffalo and the Gruffalo's
Child plus other characters from Julia
Donaldson's fantastic story.
Follow the blue Riverside Trail 1.5 miles to
explore the Trail. Starting point is the Silver
Bridge outside the info point.
Each wooden sculpture has been carved in a
different position - can you find them all? Post your Gruffalo photos on the Hamsterley Forest Facebook
page - we'd love to see them.
This activity is for families to take part in on a day that suits them. A packed lunch and a Gruffalo book is
included for each child - as well as free parking at Hamsterley Forest.

Wellbeing Trail
Take some time for you and try the new
wellbeing trail at Hamsterley Forest, a
mindful walk through the forest that invites
you to really relax.
Panels along the trail will prompt you to stop,
notice and connect with the wellbeing
benefits of the forest environment. Just
follow the Bedburn Valley Walk 2.5 miles to
find all panels starting at the silver bridge
outside the info point. Pebbles are available to decorate and leave on the trail as a gift to the forest.

49/21 Planning Matters Replace timber windows and door with UPVC to rear - 14 Post Oﬃce Street Witton-le-Wear Bishop
Auckland DL14 OAW
Ref. No: DM/21/01413/LB | Received: Tue 20 Apr 2021 | Validated: Wed 21 Apr 2021 | Status: Decided
Parish Council neither object to or agree with the above planning application.
50/21 Clerks Correspondence:
Councillor Training - Clerk reminded Councillors of the online training that is available in June.
Digital meeting - Clerk asked Councillors if it would be possible to reduce the amount of paper being used
in meetings as all the documents are already emailed to Councillors before the meeting. It was resolved:
Councillors agreed to only having a printed agenda unless they were unable to access the other documents
digitally during a meeting.
51/21 Neighbourhood and Parish Plan - Nothing further to report
52/21 Members Reports - Councillors have been asked by residents to report on the following matters:
Electric Car Charging Points - Councillor Wilson made Councillors aware of a grant that is available for
electric car charging points. She has arranged to meet with a representative from Durham County Council to
discuss where a charging point could be positioned. Hanging baskets - It was resolved: Councillors agreed
to accept Councillor Brabban’s oﬀer to look after the hanging baskets within the village and to request that
Thinford Nurseries only use peat free compost in the hanging baskets and planters from now on. Councillors
also agreed to contacting the Youth Club to see if the children would be interested in ﬁlling the hanging
baskets and planters.
Environmental plans - Councillors discussed possible environmental projects for the village including
further work to the rough area next to the railway platform.
Dog bins - Residents have raised concerns about how often the dog bins are emptied within the village.
The bin near the school is ﬁlled really
quickly. It was resolved: Clerk to contact
the Clean and Green Team at Durham
PARISH COUNCILLORS
County Council to ask if we could have
another dog bin in the St James Gardens
Name
Telephone Number
Area.
53/21 Chairman’s Report:
WILSON. Olive
Tel:
01388
488294
New Councillors - Chairman congratulated
BRABBAN. Sarah
Tel:
07824
564606
new Councillors on being elected to the
Parish Council and wished to thank former
COWAN. Philip
Tel:
07884
452710
Councillors for their many years of hard
work. Chairman also wished to thank
SWIFT. Elizabeth
Tel:
01388
488671
Councillor Wilson for carrying out the
DOCHERTY. L
Tel:
07765
807589
role of Chairman over the last three years.
It was resolved: An article to be put in the
MOREHEAD. Sarah
Tel:
07763
828076
Witton Word thanking former Councillors.
PARSONS. Paul
Tel:
01388
488528
54/21 Any other business - None
55/21 Date and Time of the next
MURRAY- LESLIE. Hannah Tel:
07920
557324
Meeting - The next Ordinary meeting of
th
the Parish Council is on Monday 14 June
DIXON. Alan (CLERK)
Tel:
01388
609045
2021 commencing at 6:15pm.

This activity is for families to take part in on a day that suits them. A packed lunch is included for each
eligible child as well as free parking at Hamsterley Forest.

Joanne Hewi�
Durham
0191 580 5111

How to book
To book onto either activity, send us an email to weardaleaap@durham.gov.uk including:
•
•

The date of your visit
Your choice of ham or cheese for the packed lunch sandwich

www.barkingmad.uk.com

Barking Mad is the UK”s most trusted
pet care provider oﬀering solo dog
boarding in a home setting.

Please Note: The Gruffalo sculptures trail is accessible for pushchairs. Wheelchairs can access this trail
however there is a gravel incline to push the chair up and alternative route back is along the Forest Drive.
This is up to the individual as to which path they take.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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WITTON LE WEAR PRIMARY SCHOOL –
THE BIG BUILD BUILDING OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE
2021 has seen the school go through challenging times with Covid and the retirement of Mark Stephenson who
had been the full time Head Teacher for 17 years. The school has welcomed me as Head Teacher from January
2021. I am also the Head Teacher of Staindrop CofE Primary School and will continue to lead both schools.
The teaching staﬀ have provided continuous education for the children despite Covid challenges and
unfortunately the school had to close a week early for the summer break at short notice due to increasing Covid
infections and isolation requirements.
We hope that the local community are really proud of all the young folk who attend the school, the teaching
staﬀ and the ancillary staﬀ who all do a wonderful job. They really are the ‘Jewel in our Crown’ and is one of
the things that make Witton le Wear such an attractive place to live and work.
One of our co-opted governors Graham Ablett has recently stepped down from this role and we are now
looking for a new co-opted governor. If you think you might be interested, please get in touch. We have a very
proactive set of governors and it gives a good insight into the education of primary school children.
The school was opened in 1968 for around 40-50 children. There have been a few minor alterations including
the school hall, built by George Reynolds, but the buildings are now bursting at the seams with over 100
children registered at the school. The school is not seen as high priority for development by Durham County
Council as there are schools elsewhere in the county in greater need! However, we have a plan. The school is
going to undertake a major fundraising campaign over the next year to raise money for an additional classroom
with toilets and to move the kitchen from its current situation. The more money we can raise or grants we can
access, the more we can achieve. There is also awareness of resident’s concerns about car parking and we are
hoping our plans will help to improve the situation. It is hoped the residents of Witton le Wear and past pupils
will help us in our aim. More information will be given during the year, or if you want more details, please get
in touch with me at the school: 01388 488350 or email swhelerton@staindropce.co.uk.
More information will be circulated soon.

Steve Whelerton - Head Teacher

QUILT RAFFLE 2021
The Ladies of Nimble Fingers Sewing Group which has met in the Community Centre
have produced a lovely double bed quilt and this will be raﬄed to raise money for Witton
le Wear Primary School ‘Big Build’ Project. Over the summer tickets will be sold for £1
each and the raﬄe will be drawn at the Yuill’s ‘Float your Boat 2’ garden event on the 17th
September. The quilt is based on the 19th century Slave Railroad Quilts and you can read the story of the quilts
if you attend on draw day where there will be a small exhibition.
Please support our local school.

Anne Yuill

WEARDALE WORDFEST – A DATE FOR THE DIARY
The 2021 Weardale WordFest will take place on the weekend of 22nd – 24th October. All events are free and
will be held in St Thomas’ Church Hall in Stanhope.
The WordFest is the brainchild of Chris Powell leader of North Pens writing group, based in Stanhope (though
currently meeting on Zoom and always pleased to welcome new members – www.northpens.wordpress.com )
The aim of the Festival is to bring together readers and writers, and to showcase local authors and their
work. This year Witton-le-Wear writers Paul Parsons and Avril Joy will both be appearing and there will
be a screening of the ﬁlm, Our Isolated Dale, which takes a unique look at life in Weardale during the ﬁrst
lockdown as reﬂected in the work of local
writers.
The full programme will appear here prior
to the Festival. All are welcome. We’d
love to see you there.
Avril Joy www.avriljoy.com

SEPTEMBER, AFTER THE RAIN
After rain, sun. A starling on the shed roof
fans her wings to dry. On the horizon
turning trees wait, rain lingers on the last of the acer
sparks the tips of bamboo, beads a washing line.
A shallow thread of water glints in the bird bath,
the starling ﬂies oﬀ and the garden is empty.

WITTON-LE-WEAR WOMENS’ INSTITUTE NEWS
In common with most other organisations we have been closed due to Covid. We have been able to hold
committee meetings on Zoom and have begun to make plans for re-opening in September.

A lattice of ageing shadows cross the lawn, dahlias sit
alone, the rose ﬂowers for a second time; smaller

Meanwhile some members have been meeting for a ‘walk and talk’, around the local nature reserve on a
morning and to Witton Castle early evening. These have been very enjoyable and enabled us to chat as we
walked.

in the late ﬂowering heat its petals wilt on gravel
like shingle on a beach, better than sand, able to separate
and shine, no moulded grains clinging to the cusp of
summer and beyond. September mornings, were the best:

We have also held a coﬀee morning and wine evening recently, outside the Community Centre. The weather
was kind and gave us the opportunity to catch up with people we had not seen for a while.

you behind the wheel, shimmering like the ﬂat, wet
road ahead; late sun, starting out, everything made fresh.

We are now planning our re-opening in September, which will be a regular meeting with a talk from the Blood
Bikers. In October we will hold our Dutch Auction, always a very enjoyable and lively evening to which all are
welcome. Our meetings from now on will be held on the ﬁrst Thursday of the month in the Community Centre,
starting at 7.30. Some of you will be aware that the acoustics are not brilliant in this hall but we are going to
purchase a microphone system to overcome this.
New members will be very welcome.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Avril Joy www.avriljoy.com
September After Rain, was placed second in the Inpress
Indian Summer Competition

Marilyn Gordon, Secretary
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