Witton Word

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
ACROSS - 1 space-bar. 6 garish. 9 strict. 10 chivalry. 11 indolent. 12 target. 13 single-minded. 16 out of the
blue. 19 cogent. 21 discount. 23 beginner. 24 answer. 25 annexe. 26 eventide.
DOWN - 2 potent. 3 chino. 4 butternut. 5 recital. 6 glint. 7 rearrange. 8 sorcerer. 13 shoreline. 14 milkshake. 15 European. 17 endorse. 18 indeed. 20 tense. 22 onset.
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Computer Repair and
IT Technical Support
Richard Rowland

T/A Entwine Solutions

01388 488193
richard@entwinesolutions.co.uk
£30 per hour, with no call out fee for
the local area.
Home users and businesses covered.
All aspects of technical support provided.
Work carried out on site or I'll collect and
return.
----------Web development also undertaken,
for details please visit;
www.entwinesolutions.co.uk
Friendly and professional service since
2006

EASTWOOD
GROUNDS & GARDENS

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
LAWN CARE
LANDSCAPING
CONSERVATION

VILLAGE SHOW
UNIT 1 AGL BUSINESS PARK, COUNDON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
COUNDON, BISHOP AICKLAND. CO DURHAM DL14 8NR

SCREENED QUALITY

TOP SOIL

SUPPLIED IN 25ltr BAGS COLLECTED
£2.00
DUMPY BAGS ALSO AVAILABLE

TEL 01388 665966

OVEN NEED CLEANING?
IS IT A JOB YOU HATE?
LET DAVE THE OTHER OVEN
CLEANER DO IT FOR YOU.
CAUSTIC FREE PRODUCTS.
BASED IN WITTON-le-WEAR.
COMPETITIVE PRICES.
OVEN LOOKS LIKE NEW

Contact Dave Phelps

FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

01388 488764/ 07827 855674
dphelps123@btinternet.com

Tel 01388 417522
Mobile 07736 396409
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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TRADE DIRECTORY

Useful Telephone Numbers
Police – Non Emergency - 101

HOSPITALS

NHS None Emergency - 111
Bishop Auckland Hospital
01388 455000
University Hospital North Durham
0191 3332333
Darlington Memorial Hospital
01325 380100

DOCTORS SURGERIES

North House Surgery, Hope Street, Crook
01388 762945
Repeat Prescriptions 01388762718
Auckland Medical Group, 51 Toft Hill
01388 834843
Auckland Medical Group, St Helen Auckland
01388 604163
Auckland Medical Group, Bishop Auckland
01388 602728

ELECTRICIAN
J G DAVIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
GIBSON’S

01388 528783 – 07802 898263
Email: j.davies6@homecall.co.uk

01388 603665 – 01388 762582
Email: gibsons@email.com

COMPUTER REPAIRS
ENTWINE SOLUTIONS

GARDEN SERVICES
EASTWOOD GARDENS

01388 488193
Email: richard@entwinesolutions.co.uk

01388 417522 – 07736 396409
Email:

OVEN CLEANING
DAVE PHELPS

CLEANING & RESTORATION
DURHAM & DALES

01388 488764 – 07827 855674
Email: dphelps123@b�nternet.com

07725 113352
Email: enquiries@dadscar.co.uk

DCC MOBILE LIBRARY
Parks beside the Green

PHARMACIES

Clemitsons, 25a Hope Street, Crook
01388 764939
Boots Chemists, 8 North Terrace, Crook
01388 762726
Well Pharmacy. 50 Hope Street. Crook
01388 766718
Britton & Robson. 45 High Street Crook
01388 746269

DATES & TIMES OF VISITS

Witton Le Wear Primary School
01388 488350

MOBILE
POST OFFICE

Tuesday 8th October
Tuesday 29th October
Tuesday 19th November
Between 14.55pm and 15.10pm

SCHOOLS

CHURCHES

Parks Outside the Parish Church

St Philip and St James Parish Church
01388 768898
Methodist Chapel
01388 205319

Every Thursday
Between
1.45pm - 2.30pm

ORGANISATIONS

Community Centre
Clarice Smith 01388 488200

ELECTRICITY EMERGENCY
Northern Powergrid 0800 668877

WATER EMERGENCY
Northumbrian Water
Leaks 0800 393084
Sewerage 0800 3287648

GAS EMERGENCY

National Gas Emergency
Smell Gas 0800 111999
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Disclaimer
The Editor of this publication does not accept any responsibility for any of
the articles, excluding the Editor’s letter, and the Parish Council accepts
no responsibility for any of the articles, excluding those generated by
the Parish Council or the Parish Councillors. The Editor and the Parish
Council will not accept liability or responsibility for third party content in
this publication.
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ELEMENTS OF NATURE
HAPPY, HEALTHY WITTON- LE- WEAR, AUTUMN
Following on from the feedback I received earlier in the year from the mindfulness and holistic health sessions
I oﬀered in the village, I am now oﬀering some further sessions over a range of days and times this
October. My aim is to establish if there is a desire for a more regular group in the village and if so, the most
suitable time for this.
These 90 minute retreats oﬀer you an opportunity in the week to really unwind and destress whilst also
empowering you with some simple and eﬀective techniques that can be applied to your everyday life. Including
principles of mindfulness, practical natural health,coping strategies for pain and stress, emotional freedom and
personal development.
Dates for October at the Community Centre in Witton- le- Wear are:
Monday 7th 1pm – 2.30pm
Thursday 17th 10am – 11.30am
Friday 25th 7pm – 8.30pm
Suggested donation for each session is anything between £5 and £15 to suit your pocket.
Having worked professionally in the ﬁelds of mental health and personal development for over 15 years I
am proud to oﬀer a well developed, caring and holistic approach. Incorporating what I have learned and am
continuing to learn through my own personal experiences along with the knowledge shared with me by great
teachers and elders from around the world.
I hope to meet you at one of these upcoming events, though if you can not make it and are interest e d in
learning more about what I am able to oﬀer you or your organisation please get in touch.
The services I oﬀer span many settings from the public and corporate sector to the health sector, however
my passion for integrative work with more vulnerable areas of the community is developing with some local
organisations. If anyone would like to learn more or get involved with any community engagment opportunities
I would love to hear from you.
Autumnal Health: I love Autumn it’s so rich in colour and a great time of year for foraging elderberries and
rosehips amongst other wonderful natural remedies.I want to create a diﬀerent winter tonic this year that is
locally sourced but in the meantime here is my usual winter remedy, tea recipe:
Ginger and Lemon Tea: 5cm root ginger sliced thinly and simmered gently for 10-15 minutes in a couple of
mugs of water, pour into a mug with juice of ¼ to 1/2 of lemon (depending on taste) and one teaspoon of
honey.A great soother for winter cold symptoms and arthritic conditions.
I have a facebook page where I share more free health tips, resources and inspiring quotes as well as
recommended and related local events. If anyone would like to join the page and maybe even share your own
natural winter remedies on there… you can ﬁnd a link through my website www. ElementsofNatureNow.com
or you can email me at Victoria@ElementsofNatureNow.com
Wishing you a
Happy and Healthy Autumn,
Victoria
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1 One keeps characters apart when depressed (5-3)
6 Glaring error in his rag (6)
9 Son gets conned, say – that’s harsh (6)
10 Courtesy shown by Greek character to girl by
railway (8)
11 Elected party fast becomes lazy (8)
12 Jack has to fetch Mark (6)
13 Determined bachelor paid attention (6-6)
16 Unexpectedly unable to get Sky? (3,2,3,4)
19 Company fellow is powerful (6)
21 Cut price record released around start of
November (8)
23 Inexperienced worker ruined green bin (8)
24 Some mathematicians we reckon will provide
the solution (6)
25 Seize east wing (6)
26 Still current late in the day (8)
1

2

3

4

9

Answers on back page

DOWN
2 Powerful omen seer ultimately missed (6)
3 Feature old material (5)
4 Fathead identiﬁes tree (9)
5 Reading aﬀects literacy mostly (7)
6 Good material for dressing ﬂash (5)
7 Again sort out bottom oven (9)
8 Thus Catholic monarch doubled as enchanter (8)
13 Herons lie scattered by the coast (9)
14 Married sort’s given ﬁsh and a soft drink (4-5)
15 Swede perhaps wants purée...no, a stew (8)
17 Second goal gets Rose excited (7)
18 Really popular act (6)
20 Stretched for time (5)
22 Notes frenzied attack (5)

5

MORNING to raise funds for

Friday, 4th October 2019, 10.00am – 12noon
We know that the MacMillan charity is close to many people’s hearts providing support to
family and friends living with cancer.
Fellow tea and coﬀee drinkers, and cake lovers, please join us to help us raise as much money as possible.
Come along and enjoy a Cuppa, cake and a chat, with a Tombola and fun games.
To donate cakes and prizes for the Tombola and games please contact us
Jan Doherty on 07961818635 – email jansmanyhands@aol.com
Cheryl Barker on 07714583799 – email cherylljohnson29@gmail.com

6

7

8

Pipe News - NETOA
Just down the road from us in the New Victoria Centre at Howden le Wear we have a Mighty Wurlitzer Organ.
Mighty indeed and surprisingly mightier than a certain very famous instrument located in a well-known Tower
adjacent to the sea in Lancashire.

12

13

For those who haven’t yet visited the New Victoria Centre it is in a small unassuming former Methodist chapel
converted some years ago in the form of a 1930s cinema.

14

This beautifully restored Wurlitzer is played at regular events during the year and is easily accessible to us
from Witton le Wear.

15
16

17
18
20

21

23

25

are pleased to be hosting a COFFEE

10

11

19

THE TOWERS RESIDENTS GROUP & VICTORIA INN

22

Watching one of the professional organists at work on the Wurlitzer is an education and you do tend to come
away wondering whether they only really have 2 hands and 2 feet. Who is playing the phantom baby grand
piano?
It’s not only about watching and listening to the professionals play at the New Victoria Centre, this Wurlitzer
Organ has been located to be easily accessible and it can be booked for private practice.

24

Events can and do sell out so best to check with ticket sales to avoid disappointment.
Ticket Sales:
David Kirkbride - 01388 762467, david.kirkbride@netoa.org.uk, NETOA website www.netoa.org.uk

26

Michael McLaren - Witton le Wear.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Page 18

Edition 92 - Summer/Autumn 2019

www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Page 3

Edition 92 - Summer/Autumn 2019

NEWS FROM THE PEWS - St Phillip & St James Parish Church

WOMENS INSTITUTE NEWS

Here we are beginning to look at Autumn already. Perhaps September might have been an ‘Indian Summer’ with
lovely warm weather to make up for the bizarre July/August where humid and uncomfortable heat followed by
torrential rain and ﬂooding was the pattern.

SEPTEMBER
We were delighted to welcome three new members to our meeting this month and to celebrate the 90th birthday
of one of our members. She was presented with a cake & a bouquet of ﬂowers & we all sang Happy Birthday.
The cake was cut later & everyone enjoyed a slice.

Can we really ignore Climate Change? Especially pundits who tell us we only have 11/12 years until we will
not be able to undo what has already been done to our planet. Or those who predict we have 11/12 harvests left
before the earth is unable to produce a harvest at all. As we come to Harvest Festival on October 20th, we must
take stock of what we are doing to God’s precious gift to us. We must not bury our heads in the sand and hope
it all goes away without doing anything! Perhaps Harvest Festival is a time to make a resolution to enjoy but
protect the environment.
As usual we will be challenging you to bring to Harvest Festival goods for the food bank at Woodhouse Close
and are hoping to reach 400 items. Remember household cleaning items are very welcome as well as personal
hygiene items for men and women. We give because of the abundance of our own lives.
Harvest supper of soup and puds will be on Saturday 19th October – tickets £5
We had a lot of fun on the 1st Sunday of the month in August as we decided to have a barbecue Parish Lunch
which was delightful in the sun. David Harris and Mary Hayton cooked a ﬁne array of food - we could have
fed a lot more folk with the food we had but we gave it a good go. Unfortunately we were not able to do it in
September due to showery and cold weather – wimps that we are!
In mid August we welcomed 14 children to a Crafternoon with around 8 diﬀerent things to do and make. It
was very enjoyable and the ‘responsible adults’ enjoyed a good chat whilst supervising their charges. A lovely
busy atmosphere and many people asked if we could do one in half term. After some thought we shall be doing
a Harvest/Autumn themed Crafternoon on Wednesday 30th October from 2pm - 3.30pm, although it will not
have anything to do with Halloween that is for sure!

Our recent Dutch Auction & Coﬀee Morning were both successful events, raising money for our funds from
which we sent a donation to County for their annual appeal. Everyone was thanked for their help, especially
our auctioneers .
Mrs Haworth reported on the lovely day at Beamish recently.
We have several upcoming events. We have booked a Powertex workshop on 2nd Nov and some of our
members will attend the Ladies Lunch at Wolsingham on 24th September. There is the Group Meeting later
this month for which the competition entry – a decorated box- was judged, as well as the Friendship Lunch
and Macmillan Coﬀee morning.
Mrs Haworth reported that we have been asked to donate to the local Food Bank. It was agreed that we will
have a box & members were asked to bring items to our monthly meetings.
Our speaker for the evening was Barbara Shepherd from Chittocks, assisted by Angela. She demonstrated her
recipes for Pork pistachio & apricot terrine, Tiramisu, Hot salmon pate & Crème Brulee, making them all look
easy and delicious. She had brought a range of goods from her shop to sell, making us realise that xmas is not
that far away.
Our next meeting is on 2nd October when Denise Graham will talk about ‘From Bush to Cup.’
Marilyn Gordon, secretary.

The path has been cleaned under the sycamore tree by the gents from church and sharp sand applied. It looked
very diﬀerent afterwards but we shall have to accept we cannot compete with Mother Nature. Obviously the
sycamore has been dropping ‘gunge’ during the leafy season. Can we please repeat the mantra that you use
the path with care and at your own risk. We do try to keep it in good shape and help is always welcome, just
remember the muddy track that used to be there!.

ELEMENTS OF
NATURE

The ﬂag stone apron in front of the church
has been/will be the next task, and we have
accepted a quote to lift the slabs, back ﬁll
the mole runs and re lay the ﬂagstones with
a suitable material. We are able to do this
with the fabric fund which the 100 Cub
raises money for.
Complementary Therapies •
Mindfulness • Personal Empowerment
Permaculture • Spiritual Development
• Community Building
---------------------------------------Please contact me if you have any questions.

September saw the return of the Quiz Night
with really tested our memory for facts and
trivia.
Thanks to Dorothy Phelps for manning
refreshment sessions over the lunchtime on
a Wednesday raising £90. Thanks Dorothy
for class sarnies and cake!

www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Proud to provide a unique, ethical,
professional and caring approach
to a truly holistic service.
Empowering you and your
community to greater health
and wellbeing.

Contact:Victoria - Tel:07779 571063
Website: www.elementsofnaturenow.com - Email: Victoria@elementsofnaturenow.com
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VILLAGE EVENTS
EVENT

VENUE

Village
Show

Community
Centre

Beacon
Band
Night

Coﬀee
Morning

FEE

DATE

Saturday
n/a
14th
September
Community £6.00 Saturday
Centre
incl.
28th
Pie September
&
Peas

Community
Centre

n/a

Tuesday
1st
October

Coﬀee
Morning

Community
Centre

n/a

Tuesday
5th
November

Christmas Community
Lights
Centre
And Fair

Sunday
1st

TIME

NEWS FROM THE
METHODISTS

INFORMATION

CONTACT

CHURCH SERVICES

2.00pm
to
5.00pm

Ed Short
Evening in the Victoria with
Prize Giving at 8.00pm. Free 01388 488685
Buﬀet

After everyone has returned from their summer vacations,
the next EVENT will be the MACMILLAN COFFEE
MORNING on FRIDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER, 2019 from
10.00am until 12noon.

7.30pm

Mandy
Night of a marvellous mix of
music provided by the Beacon Stonehouse
Band to celebrate the 50th year 07905 899831
of the Community Centre

Please come and support this very worthy cause. Anyone of
us could be aﬀected by the Big C at any time.There will be
a Raﬄe and Competitions with prizes.

Why not come along and
10.30am join us for coﬀee or tea with
cakes. We also have juice for
to
children. A great chance to
12noon
catch up with the village and
local news
Why not come along and
10.30am join us for coﬀee or tea with
cakes. We also have juice for
to
children. A great chance to
12noon
catch up with the village and
local news
To be
advised Further Information to follow

December

Anne
Yuill
01388
488376

The Christmas Carols and Entertainment Event will be on
Monday 2nd December 2019 at 7.39pm. Admission is £5
which includes light refreshments.
Start Christmas early, sing some Carols and be entertained
by some very talented people.
Submitted by Brewis Henderson

Anne
Yuill
01388
488376
Mandy
Stonehouse
07905 899831

VILLAGE VOICES
GARDEN GATHERING 29th JUNE
Angela Dingle has advised of a correction to the amount
raised at the Garden Gathering.

Angela Dingle

Thursdays:

For October Only:
Elements of Nature

www.wittonlewear.org.uk

CARPET BOWLS – Kate Atkins 488626
YOGA – Mark Aspinall 710658
BADMINTON – Ursula Jones 488568
YOUTH CLUB
RAINBOWS – Fiona Smith 07856 856714
BROWNIES – Mary Smith 488200

Monday 7th October
Thursday 17th October
Friday 25th October
Page 16

1.00pm to 2.30pm
10.00am to 11.30am
7.00pm to 8.30pm
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Sunday October 13th – Cafe Church
a relaxed Fresh Expressions of Church
Services, come and try it!
Wednesday October 16th – Said Holy
Communion in Church.
Sunday October 20th – Holy Communion
in Church - Harvest Festival. Please bring
items for the Food Bank - our aim is 400
items! Sunday’s Cool for Kids during the
service.

Sunday November 3rd – Farewell to
Elisheva and Roni Mechanic - Holy
Communion Service in Witton Park
Church followed by a faith lunch.
Sunday November 10th – Remembrance
Sunday Service in Church – an act of
Remembrance at the War Memorial in
church to commemorate those who gave
so much for our freedom.
Sunday November 17th – Holy
Communion in Church. Sundays Cool for
Kids during the service.

COMMUNITY CENTRE EVENTS:
7.30pm – 10.00pm
7.00pm – 8.30pm
1.30pm – 3.00pm
6.30pm – 8.30pm
5.00pm – 6.00pm
6.00pm – 7.15pm

Sunday October 6th – Holy Communion
in Church, followed by Parish Lunch at
12noon. Sundays Cool for Kids during the
service.

Sunday October 27th – Morning Worship
in Methodist Chapel. Early Birds All Age
Family Service at 9.15am in Church.

The amount was actually £595 raised for Parkinson’s UK.

Mondays:
Tuesday:
Wednesdays:

St Philip & St James Parish
Church & Methodist Chapel

PARISH PLAN

Wednesday November 20th – Said Holy
Communion in Church at 9.30am.

We discussed the Parish Plan at last week’s meeting and we
are proposing to hold a meeting on Wednesday 16th October
at 19:30 in the Dunn Cow.

Sunday November 24th – Morning
Worship at the Methodist Chapel. Early
Birds All Age Family Service at 9.15am in
Church.

Everyone is welcome to come to the meeting to discuss the
Parish Plan and how we are going to formulate the various
ideas into a proper Parish Plan document.

Sunday December 1st – Advent Sunday
(The count down to Christmas) – Holy
Communion in Church, followed by
Parish Lunch at 12noon. Sundays Cool for
Kids during the service.

Submitted by Philip Cowan

All Parish Church/Methodist Chapel
Main Services start at 10.30am
unless otherwise stated
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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WITTON - LE - WEAR PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Witton le Wear Parish Council held on Monday 8th July 2019 in the
Community Centre, Witton le Wear commencing at 6.15pm
Present:
Councillors O. Wilson (Chair), M. Henderson, B.Henderson, T. Parkinson
Also Present: A. Dixon (Parish Council Clerk)
Apologies:
E. Swift, K. Quigley, P. Cowan, E. Todd
Declaration of interest: None
67/19 Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held 10th June2019 - Minutes agreed as being accurate and correct.
68/19 Matters arising from the previous minutes 1. Speeding traﬃc - Chairman informed Councillors that she planned to attend the Witton Park Bridge meeting
on Friday 12th July to bring up problems of speeding traﬃc passing through Witton le Wear and ask whether the
County Council could provide signs asking drivers to slow down when travelling through the village.
THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM (A68 CASTLESIDE TO WEST AUCKLAND) (SPEED LIMIT)
ORDER 2008 (AMENDMENT NO 1) ORDER 2019
The Council proposes to make the above Order under Section 82, 83, 84 and Pt IV of Sch. 9 of the Road Traﬃc
Regulation Act 1984 as amended, to introduce a 40mph speed limit on the A68 from 310m south of its junction
with Unc. Road 33.12 southerly for 201m. Full details can be examined at Crook & Consett libraries & County
Hall, Durham during normal opening hours or via the Council website. All representations in writing to Sharon
Renwick, County Hall, Durham (highways.orders@durham.gov.uk) to be received by24/7/2019.
The Parish Council were made aware of the above proposal by Durham County Council. Councillor B.
Henderson told Councillors that there should be a 30mph limit on the A68 around the turning into Witton le
Wear as if you want to cross the A68 with a dog at that point you must sprint. Other places such as Tow Law
and Toft Hill have a 30mph limit. The Chairman felt that the argument from the County Council would be
that it is the main highway up to Scotland. Chairman informed Councillors that there are lorries coming down
Cemetery Bank and along the High Road, using Witton le Wear as a shortcut. Low Barns is becoming more
popular and drivers are parking on the main road instead of in the car park which is causing traﬃc problems. It
was resolved: Clerk to contact Low Barns Nature Reserve to see if anything can be done about the cars parked
outside the Nature Reserve.
2. Parking on cemetery bank - Nothing further to report currently.
3. Gate on public footpath near Little Marshall Green Farm - Nothing further to report currently.
4. It’s Your Neighbourhood grant - Currently nothing further to report.
5. Operation London Bridge - Clerk and Chairman to attend a training event held by Durham County Council
on 16th July at 6pm that will cover this matter.
6. Lights for the Village Green - Chairman has been in contact with Darren Hubbard to conﬁrm that the cost
of the electricity connection to the National Grid was included in the quote of £2500. She also requested that
we be given a date of when the work is to start so we can inform residents.
7. Website - The Parish Council hope to get photographs from the village fayre to put on the website.
8. Sponsorship of plant tubs - The Dun Cow, Parkinson Removals, Fury Events and Linsey Henderson have
oﬀered to sponsor the plant tubs within the village. They will each pay £50.
9. Problems reported to Durham County Council and Environment Agency Clerk - updated Councillors
about 3 problems reported to the Parish Council by residents.
10. Narrow bridge on road just oﬀ A68 - Still awaiting signage to be installed. Problem originally reported
November 2018.
11. Long grass on the edge of the A68 - The long grass on the edge of the A68 has been cut by the County
Council. Due to economic constraints the County Council are only cutting the ﬁrst metre next to the highway.
12. Waste bin in layby on A68 (from A68 to McNeil Farm) - Durham County Council will not install a waste
bin in this layby as they don’t have the resources to constantly empty it. The laybys are visited once a week
and any litter is removed.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
It seems that no sooner have I wrote one report for the Witton word and it’s time to write another.
It’s been a bit quiet in the centre over the summer months, but the Village show has recently taken place and
yet again has been hugely successful, the committee would like to congratulate all those involved.
On Saturday 28th September we will be hosting a band night with live music from The Beacon Band, tickets
are available for £6 which includes pie and peas, there will be a licenced bar. It’s our 50th birthday so there
will also be cake.
To celebrate the 50th birthday of the community centre we thought we would have a open weekend on Saturday
12th and Sunday 13th of October, open from 11.00am until 4.00pm come along and see what goes on in the
centre, there will be displays and taster sessions from the groups (plus birthday cake) If anyone has photos
of the community centre from way back when then we would love to see and maybe display them over the
weekend, please contact Clarice Smith on 488200 or myself on 07905899831.
On Sunday 1st December will be our Christmas fair and switch of the lights, if anyone would like to have a
stall please don’t hesitate to contact me. We will be very grateful for any donations of raﬄe prizes, items for
the tombola and bric a brac.
Please support your community centre so it can continue
for another 50 years.
Article submitted by Mandy Stonehouse

BEACON BAND NIGHT
Saturday 28th September
The Community Centre
at 7.30pm

MONTHLY COFFEE
MORNINGS
The monthly coﬀee mornings have been a major
success and have been raising money for the
Community Association. Why not come along and
join us for cakes, coﬀee or tea, juice for children and
a chance to catch up on local news.
There will be a box for donations of tins, dried foods
and other items to be donated for the local Food Bank
at Woodhouse Close.
The next two coﬀee mornings will be held:
Tuesday 1th October
Tuesday 5th November

Come and enjoy a Marvellous Mix of
Live Music from this South Shields
Band to celebrate the 50th year of
the Community Centre

10.30am - 12midday in the Community Centre

Tickets £6 inc. Pie and Peas

If transport is a problem, we can arrange for a car to
come and collect you and take you home again.

There will be a licensed bar

Please contact Anne Yuill, 01388 488376
or Edith Whalley 01388 488136.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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Carol Brady 07538 410011
Barry Hall 07790 571258
Mandy Stonehouse 07905 899831
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!
We are about to start planting a large number of spring ﬂowering bulbs around the village. This is a result of
a grant that the Parish Council successfully applied for. There are a few broad locations that we would like to
brighten up, but we are also open to other locations, if residents have any suggestions?
We would love to have more volunteers to plant the bulbs, so if you are interested in volunteering, or you
would like to suggest a location where we should plant bulbs, then please contact Philip Cowan on 07884 452
710 or e-mail philipcowan90@gmail.com
We would like to plant bulbs in all areas of the village from West End to Enginemans Terrace, so please get in
touch with any suggestions that you might have.’
Thank you, Philip

13. Broken gate to the footpath by the level-crossing - Clerk reported this to Durham County Council online.
14. Debris on the upstream side of the old bridge - Clerk reported this to the Environment Agency using
their incident helpline.
15. Witton Park Bridge - There is another meeting planned at Witton Park Village Hall on Friday 12th July
at 6:30pm. Brian Buckley to attend this meeting. It was resolved: Chairman and Councillor B. Henderson to
attend this meeting.
69/19 Representation by Residents - None
70/19 Financial Statement and Report - Balance of Current Account, Deposit Account and Cash £14,671.40
as at 30th June 2019. Clerk has submitted the P3 claim to Durham County Council but is still waiting for it to
be paid. A Receipt and Payments Account can be found on the Parish Council website. Councillors agreed
payment of invoice 259 – 264 as follows:
259
260
261
262
263
264

Total

–
–
–
–
–
–

Mr A. Dixon (Clerk Salary July)
HMRCPAYE
Mr A. Dixon (Clerk Salary August)
HMRC PAYE
EliPress
Thinford Nurseries

£ 172.40
£ 38.60
£ 172.60
£ 38.40
£ 222.00
£ 387.60
£1031.60

It was resolved: All ﬁnancial matters agreed as being correct.
71/19 Planning Matters - Please ﬁnd below relevant planning application : DM/19/01342/FPA

_______________________________________________
A Family Firm that Cares. Providing a Personal Service for over 140years

Caring For Local People
For 6 Generations
Established Over 145 Years

WITTON LE WEAR

RAINBOWS

Rainbows is the ﬁrst level of the girl
guides movement for young girls
between the ages of 5 and 7 years. At
7years of age the girls automatically
move up to Brownies.

. Private Chapels of Rest
. Floral Tributes
. Catering Arranged
. Full Memorial Service
. Pre-Payment Plans Available
(written details on request)
. 24 Hour Service
A Complete Service to Bishop Auckland,
Crook, Shildon & Surrounding Areas
Craddock House, 25 Cockton Hill Road,
Bishop Auckland

Tel: 01388 603665

41 Bridge Street, Howden-le-Wear, Crook

Tel: 01388 762582

Association Street, Shildon

Tel: 01388 772244

www.gibsonsfuneralservices.co.uk
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

1st
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Here at Witton Le Wear we meet
every Thursday from 5pm – 6pm, at
the Community Centre for lots of fun,
games and creative activities.
Unlike larger Rainbows groups
we have no waiting list, so if your
daughter would like to come along,
join in the fun, and meet some new
friends. It is only £3 per week.
Contact:
Fiona Smith 07856 856714
Edition 92 - Summer/Autumn 2019

Mr & Mrs P Gibbs

Land to The West Of
3 High Street
Witton-le-Wear

Demolition of existing garage
and construction of dwelling

The Parish Council neither agrees with or objects to this planning application.
72/19 Clerks Correspondence - CDALC have provided a VAT training session at Shotton Hall on 24th
September. It was resolved: Councillors agreed to allow Clerk to attend this training event.
Velo North - has been cancelled. Cycling event no longer going ahead due to lack of rider numbers.
Deﬁbrillator signage on telephone box Councillors agreed to pay for new deﬁbrillator
signs for the telephone box.
PARISH COUNCILLORS
73/19 Neighbourhood and Parish Plan Nothing further to report at this time.
Name
Telephone Number
74/19 Members Reports - Councillors have
HENDERSON. Brewis
Tel: 01388 488551
been asked by residents to report on the
following matters :HENDERSON. Mary
Tel: 01388 488551
Dog Bin on Cemetery Bank - This Dog Bin
is in poor condition. It was resolved: Clerk
PARKINSON. Trevor
Tel: 01388 488397
to contact the Clean and Green Team to see
WILSON. Olive
Tel: 01388 488294
if we can get a new dog bin.
75/19 Chairman’s Report Witton Word QUIGLEY. Keith
Tel: 01388 488914
The deadline for articles is the 16th July.
TODD. Edward
Tel: 01388 488688
76/19 Any other business - None
77/19 Date and Time of the next Meeting
COWAN. Philip
Tel: 07884 452710
- The next Ordinary meeting of the Parish
SWIFT. Elizabeth
Tel: 01388 488671
Council is on Monday 9th September 2019
in the Community Centre, Witton le Wear
DIXON. Alan (CLERK)
Tel: 01388 609045
commencing at 6:15pm.
www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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WITTON LE WEAR VILLAGE SHOW

WITTON LE WEAR YOUTH CLUB

The Village Show, held on Saturday 14th September, was another successful event attracting a record 609 entries
all making an exceptional display in the Community Centre. The Victoria Cup for the Pumpkin Championship
was won by Sarah Brabban with her substantial 86lb entry. The Dun Cow Cup for the Sunﬂower Championship
was this year won by Michelle Watson.

Witton Le Wear Youth Club continues to go from strength to strength. Those attending enjoy many diﬀerent
activities.

Many comments were received from our judges and those visiting the Show as to the volume, quality and
standard of exhibits across all Sections.
Refreshments with home baking, provided by the Community Association, were enjoyed by the many visitors
raising £117 towards Association funds along with a £75 annual contribution from the Village Show funds. The
excellent level of support continued with the Presentation and Auction evening in the Victoria Inn resulting in
a most enjoyable village evening and end to the day.
On behalf of all those involved with the staging of the Show, grateful thanks to all of our judges for their
time and expertise, those involved from the Community Association, the Victoria Inn for hosting the
evening event and providing a much appreciated buﬀet, the Village School for their participation and
excellent display of Children’s entries and our two Championship sponsors for their generous ﬁnancial
support. Additionally, we are most grateful to all who supported the Show by exhibiting, visiting during
the afternoon and/or attending the evening event, and their generosity with the Show auction and raﬄe.
Again thank you for supporting the Show and making the whole day such a special village event.
Trophy and Award Winners:
Pumpkin Championship:
Sunﬂower Championship:
Best Pair of Pot Leeks:
Best Single Leek:
National Vegetable Society medal:
Most Points Vegetable Section:
Best Exhibit Buttonholes:
Best Exhibit Flowers:
Most Points Flowers:
Most Points Cookery:
Best Exhibit Preserves:
Best Exhibit Handicrafts:
Best Exhibit Photography:
Best Exhibit Floral Arrangement:

Sarah Brabban.
Michelle Watson.
Graham Ablett.
Eddie Smith.
Eddie Smith (Best Exhibit Vegetable Section)
Ed Short.
Philip Gibbs.
Ed Short.
Philip Gibbs / Ed Short.
Margaret Richards / Lynn Docherty.
Sue Cooper.
Colin Wilson.
Lynn Docherty.
Denise Crombie.

Session takes place every Wednesday between 6.30pm to 8.30pm.
It only costs £1 per session.
Come along and join us having some fun and meet new friends.
Manager - Derek Bradley, Tel: 01429 882200, Mobile: 07808 480029

WITTON LE WEAR RAILWAY STATION
Weardale Railway continues to run trains between Stanhope and Bishop Auckland every
weekend until the end of October. Why not leave the car and ‘let the train take the strain?’
The gardens in front of the station continue to grow and our thanks go to John Blair who
gives the garden lots of care and attention. The Parish Council have had the area between
the Witton le Wear railway sign and the level crossing gates seeded with wild ﬂowers. They
are starting to show through and hopefully will give a lovely show, year on year.
John Askwith, a volunteer with the Railway Trust has spent time during August and September repairing and
painting the external wood on the crossing keeper’s hut. Our thanks go to John and all the volunteers who
help to keep the trains running. The railway is always keen to involve new volunteers. If you are interested,
give Bob Dingle a ring on 01388 488533. There will soon be new faces appearing on duty at the level crossing.
Please stop and talk to them as they will give you an up-to-date view of volunteering.
As can be seen elsewhere in Witton Word, a new heritage notice board will be appearing on the fence fairly
soon. Thanks are given to the village Heritage Group and Weardale Area Action Partnership.
Anne Yuill
Weardale Railway Trust Volunteer

Specialist Cleaning & Restoration

Diary Dates for 2020 :
Plant Sale : Sunday 31st May 2020.
Village Show : Saturday 12th September 2020.

Natural Stone - Hard Floors - Carpets &
Upholstery Leather - Mattress - Property
Handover
Odour & Stain Removal - Insecticide
Treatments Bespoke Services - 24/7 Urgent
Response
07725 113352
enquiries@dadscar.co.
uk
www.dadscar.co.uk

www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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JG DAVIES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
National Inspection
Council for Electrical Contracting

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
Glenrosa, 17 East End,
Stanhope, Bishop Auckland,
Co. Durham DL13 2UX
Tel & Fax: 01388 528783
Email: j.davies6@homecall.co.uk
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WITTON LE WEAR HERITAGE GROUP – EXCITING DAYS

WITTON-LE-WEAR ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

By the end of September, it is hoped there will be a new notice board near the level crossing. This will hold
information about the history of the railway in Witton le Wear and has been provided by the Heritage Group
with funding from Weardale Area Action Partnership. Please stop and read about our railway heritage here in
Witton le Wear and Wear Valley Junction.

As we are coming to the end of another growing season, we look back on the achievements and challenges
that have faced us Allotmenteers and all growers in general.

The Heritage Group has been successful in being awarded a grant of £3,700 from Northern Heartlands
Community Initiative Fund which we will use for several creative projects. Northern Heartlands is a Heritage
Lottery Fund and Arts Council England funded scheme celebrating the history and culture of Teesdale and
Weardale. To meet the criteria, our projects have to be completed by the end of March 2020.
1. Village Voices has been awarded £500 to use creatively and the members of our community choir will be
pooling ideas how to best use this grant.
2. £1500 has been allocated for the provision of storyboards for the village. Paul Parsons has agreed to lead
this project but will need your help. It is proposed that we talk to residents to ﬁnd out historical information
about parts of the village which will make interesting reading for the boards. We acknowledge to complete this
work it may take more funds but this is a start and we hope it will evolve over time.
Over the next few months we’ll be asking people to help. If you have memories and stories to share; if you
have old maps, paintings or photos of the village, West End or Wear Valley Junction that we can copy; and if
you have ideas about how we can share our history publicly, please contact Paul Parsons 07802 481008.
3. We are looking for anyone who does crafting of any sort, artists and illustrators who can help us with an
exclusive creative arts project. It will probably be a collage or a map which represents this parish, but it is a
blank canvas at present and anything goes. We need examples from other places, ideas, designs and illustrations
of how we can take this forward. The aim is to get as many people as possible to contribute in some way i.e.
a few stitches, mosaics or ideas of design. We hope to visit all the organisations/events in the village over the
winter to get local involvement. If you are interested in working within this project please come along and
share your skills at The Victoria Inn on Friday 4th October at 7pm. YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!
4. £1500 has been allocated to work with young people and more information will be forthcoming as there are
some very exciting ideas circulating.

After last year’s heat wave, this year’s weather was deﬁnitely not comparable! An unexpected sharp frost in
early May set most of us back a bit and the summer had prolonged periods of rain and not a lot of sunshine!
Despite the weather, the allotmenteers have been as busy as ever tending to their crops ready for harvest. There
has been plenty of fruit, veg, ﬂowers and eggs for everyone to be proud of!
It was also another successful year for our entries into the Village Show, we had a number of winners in
diﬀerent categories with some of the allotmenteers taking the medal home for Best Exhibit in the Vegetable
section and the Giant Pumpkin trophy to name just a few!
The seasonal Allotment Social gatherings continue to be a great success, giving all members a chance to catch
up and talk all things fruit & vegetable!
Now comes the hard work, getting the allotments cleared and prepared ready for next year’s growing. Each
year we see more enthusiasm and dedication from all the growers and it’s been wonderful to welcome new
faces to the allotment family.
Allotment’s are really quite infectious!

Sarah Brabban

These are exciting days, why not join us at our next Heritage Meeting on Thursday 3rd October at 7pm in
the Parish Church. More information from Anne Yuill 01388488376 or kanda98@sky.com.
PLEASE GET INVOLVED.
Diary dates:

Thursday, 3rd October - Parish Church at 7pm - Heritage meeting
Friday, 4th October - Victoria Inn at 7pm - Creative art project

CLEAN IT UP!
YOU COULD BE FINED
IF YOU DO NOT BAG
IT AND THROW THE
POOH IN A WASTE BIN
www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Page 12

Edition 92 - Summer/Autumn 2019

www.wittonlewear.org.uk

Page 9

Edition 92 - Summer/Autumn 2019

George welcomes you to the

THE VICTORIA INN

George welcomes you to the B&B at

THE VICTORIA INN

WITTON LE WEAR
www.thevicwlw.co.uk

WITTON LE WEAR

Saturday 5th October: Greedy Goose Pizza, Bookings ONLY
WOOD FIRED PIZZA NIGHT
GREAT SELECTION OF PIZZAS
Friday 25th October: Falafel Fella Syrian Vegan Food
Kitchen takeover serving Authentic Vegan Syrian food.
Bookings ONLY
Saturday 2nd November: Mexican Night. A choice Mexican food served in the dining room
Bookings ONLY
Saturday 23rd November: Warm up those winter nights with Mince & Dumplings
Sunday 1st December: Village Christmas lights switch on.
Carols sung around the tree at the Community Centre, and free soup served in The Victoria Inn
Saturday 14th December: Brunch with Santa, tickets limited, details later

BRAND NEW BED AND BREAKFAST ROOMS
After an extensive renovation and investment, George at the
victoria is pleased to oﬀer a choice of 5 luxurious bedrooms
in the beautiful village of Witton Le Wear

Wednesday 18th December: Wine & Cheese Evening, hosted by Weardale Cheese and Laneberg
Wines

All bedrooms have private ensuite shower rooms

New Years Eve: Details to Follow

FRIDAY NIGHTS IS OUR SPECIAL GIN NIGHT, 75 DIFFERENT GINS TO SAMPLE

Check out our new website— www.thevicwlw.co.uk

Our regular event is Quiz night every Thursday 8.30 start, free buﬀet

SUNDAY LUNCH

Call to reserve a room or book via the new website: www.thevicwlw.co.uk

Served between 12.00noon and 3.00pm
Bookings are suggested to avoid disappointment

“Discounts available at lots of local attractions for guests of THE VICTORIA”

CLOSED SATURDAY 4TH JANUARY 2020 RE OPENS THURSDAY 16TH JANUARY

Telephone 01388 488058

Telephone 01388 488058

www.wittonlewear.org.uk
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